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11102300 RIO HONDO BELOW WHITTIER NARROWS DAM, CA
Los Angeles River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 34°01′00″, long 118°05′15″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Los Angeles County, Hydrologic Unit 18070105, in Paso de 
Bartolo Grant, on right levee, 0.2 mi upstream from Beverly Boulevard, 0.4 mi downstream from axis of Whittier Narrows Dam, and 1.0 mi northeast of 
Montebello. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--124 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1966 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and concrete-lined flood-control channel. Elevation of gage is 175 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for discharges below 1,000 ft³/s and estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow regulated by Whittier Narrows 
Flood-Control Reservoir, capacity, 36,160 acre-ft. There are several small flood-control reservoirs (combined capacities, 1,700 acre-ft) and several 
small debris basins above Whittier Narrows Dam. Many diversions for domestic use and irrigation. At times flow is diverted from San Gabriel River to 
Rio Hondo from sites below Santa Fe Dam and above Whittier Narrows Dam. See schematic diagram of San Gabriel and Los Angeles River Basins. 

COOPERATION.--Discharge records for current year provided by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works for the following dates:  
Oct. 1-16, 18-19, 21-26, Oct. 28 to Dec. 4, Dec. 6, 9-27, Jan. 23-27, Feb. 3, Mar. 1-3, Apr. 11, 14-27, May 1-4, and May 7 to Sept. 30. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 38,800 ft³/s, Jan. 25, 1969, gage height, 13.82 ft, from rating curve extended above  
15,000 ft³/s, on basis of gate openings at dam at gage heights 12.32 and 13.82 ft; no flow at times in most years. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11102300
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 48 131 243 155 367 e180 78 0.00 3.5 0.00 0.00 
2 0.00 30 77 491 168 289 e150 138 0.00 3.0 0.00 0.00 
3 0.00 23 36 895 226 277 e110 183 155 3.0 0.00 0.00 
4 0.00 7.3 35 218 186 293 e100 171 245 3.0 0.00 0.00 
5 0.00 104 330 337 175 345 e105 192 249 3.0 0.00 0.00 

6 0.00 115 128 381 217 363 e100 187 252 3.0 0.10 0.00 
7 0.00 113 179 1,220 184 530 e95 108 255 3.0 0.00 0.00 
8 0.00 99 185 4,090 104 e650 e90 103 234 3.0 0.00 0.00 
9 0.00 94 177 19,000 115 e700 e85 246 95 3.0 0.00 0.00 

10 0.00 134 167 19,600 125 e685 e50 170 135 3.0 0.00 0.00 

11 0.00 128 184 18,900 2,820 e670 19 232 135 1.0 0.10 0.00 
12 0.00 128 183 5,740 980 e550 e20 221 135 0.00 0.00 0.00 
13 0.00 128 183 3,610 191 e470 e25 109 132 0.00 0.00 0.00 
14 0.52 122 181 3,520 201 e520 37 94 81 0.00 0.00 0.00 
15 0.84 123 185 1,480 194 e800 175 81 78 0.00 0.00 0.00 

16 1.3 127 186 1,210 198 e1,000 171 104 74 0.00 0.00 0.00 
17 178 132 176 592 224 e700 168 208 72 0.00 0.00 0.00 
18 123 130 158 415 1,030 e720 172 210 49 0.00 0.00 0.00 
19 40 129 152 365 12,400 1,710 180 218 47 0.00 0.00 0.00 
20 4,090 126 155 312 12,500 e600 171 96 55 0.00 0.00 22 

21 948 601 194 192 19,200 e550 179 79 78 0.00 0.00 8.8 
22 57 14 180 174 10,600 3,030 185 24 85 0.00 0.00 0.00 
23 37 135 170 185 6,670 771 185 23 94 0.00 0.00 0.00 
24 34 131 176 347 2,540 480 183 11 118 0.00 0.00 0.00 
25 32 133 168 299 889 465 173 3.6 114 0.00 0.00 0.00 

26 263 121 160 216 404 446 154 0.00 109 0.00 0.00 0.00 
27 1,860 204 142 103 320 444 153 0.00 105 0.00 0.00 0.00 
28 548 144 2,340 295 286 344 1,110 0.00 108 0.00 0.00 0.00 
29 110 78 3,020 312 --- e310 104 0.00 86 0.00 0.00 0.00 
30 63 101 439 330 --- e280 83 0.00 43 0.00 0.00 0.00 
31 52 --- 2,050 256 --- e260 --- 0.00 --- 0.00 0.00 --- 

Total 8,437.66 3,702.3 12,227 85,328 73,302 19,619 4,712 3,289.60 3,418.00 31.50 0.20 30.80 
Mean 272 123 394 2,753 2,618 633 157 106 114 1.02 0.01 1.03 
Max 4,090 601 3,020 19,600 19,200 3,030 1,110 246 255 3.5 0.10 22 
Min 0.00 7.3 35 103 104 260 19 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Ac-ft 16,740 7,340 24,250 169,200 145,400 38,910 9,350 6,520 6,780 62 0.4 61 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1967 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 97.7 133 162 380 548 331 115 105 95.5 64.7 47.3 63.6 
Max 302 362 522 2,753 3,459 2,265 371 323 355 205 244 413 
(WY) (1984) (1992) (1992) (2005) (1969) (1983) (1983) (1998) (1992) (1993) (1991) (1991) 
Min 0.00 7.08 10.3 29.2 22.1 15.6 4.25 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1977) (1976) (1984) (1972) (1977) (1999) (2001) (2001) (2000) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1967 - 2005 

Annual total  41,417.68    214,098.06    
Annual mean  113    587    177   
Highest annual mean    638 1993  
Lowest annual mean    40.9 1972  
Highest daily mean  4,410 Feb 26   19,600 Jan 10   21,200 Mar   2, 1983  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Mar 29   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Oct 29, 1966  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Apr   7   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Sep 10, 1969  
Maximum peak flow   29,400 Jan   9   38,800 Jan 25, 1969  
Maximum peak stage   12.01 Jan   9   13.82 Jan 25, 1969  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  82,150    424,700    128,100   
10 percent exceeds  176    691    246   
50 percent exceeds  21    113    70   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.79   
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