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10257550 WHITEWATER RIVER AT WINDY POINT, NEAR WHITE WATER, CA
Salton Sea Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°53′56″, long 116°37′13″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.24, T.3 S., R.3 E.,  Riverside County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18100200, on right bank, 200 ft north of Highway 111, 2.0 mi southeast of White Water, and 3.8 mi east of the junction of  
Highway 111 and Interstate 10. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--264 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1984 to September 1987, October 1989 to current year. Discharge measurements only, October 1987 to September 1989. 
Discharge measurements for the period July 1982 to September 1984 available in files of the U.S. Geological Survey. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR CA-88-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and concrete control; auxiliary water-stage recorder on overflow channel since Jan. 23, 1992. Elevation of gage is 1,040 ft 
above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. Imported water is released to the Whitewater River from the Colorado River Aqueduct at a point 2.75 mi upstream for ground-
water recharge in the upper Coachella Valley. Water is diverted out of the basin 18.5 mi upstream to the San Gorgonio River Basin and to an area 
north of Banning for irrigation and domestic use. See schematic diagram of Salton Sea Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records of Colorado River Aqueduct releases provided by Metropolitan Water District. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, combined channels, 5,450 ft3/s, estimated, Jan. 11, 2005, gage height, 6.06 ft, main channel, 
from rating curve extended above 400 ft3/s, on basis of critical-depth computation (flow in overflow channel at peak); maximum probably exceeded 
during flood of Jan. 16, 1993, but discharge is unknown, maximum gage hieght, 8.32 ft, Jan. 10, 1995; no flow for many days in most years. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10257550
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1.5 25 32 0.10 e15 e60 0.00 167 371 169 175 176 
2 1.6 0.00 32 0.00 0.12 e70 0.00 173 348 15 351 21 
3 1.7 0.00 34 0.00 0.00 e40 0.00 194 330 17 402 28 
4 1.6 0.00 33 0.00 0.00 e20 0.00 276 316 19 341 33 
5 1.5 0.00 35 0.00 0.00 e70 0.00 287 291 221 384 38 

6 1.6 0.00 40 0.00 0.00 e60 0.00 286 304 364 422 45 
7 1.8 0.00 52 0.00 0.00 e70 0.00 289 317 400 292 183 
8 2.4 0.00 58 58 0.00 e30 69 288 303 370 255 399 
9 2.6 0.00 98 598 0.00 e30 81 273 300 331 224 459 

10 1.8 0.00 115 e535 0.00 e60 83 402 306 392 0.00 474 

11 2.5 0.00 124 e2,090 2.3 e60 178 452 286 490 30 478 
12 2.4 0.00 140 e125 e60 e60 171 429 281 515 83 492 
13 2.2 0.00 230 e100 0.12 e70 171 441 296 366 55 484 
14 2.4 0.00 230 2.0 0.26 e60 175 423 314 409 51 485 
15 2.2 0.00 230 0.00 0.51 e70 173 414 342 433 55 479 

16 2.5 0.00 185 0.00 0.87 e5.0 172 369 361 396 57 491 
17 5.1 0.00 150 0.00 1.3 0.00 164 281 369 489 204 526 
18 3.1 0.00 152 0.00 10 0.00 300 334 380 512 406 514 
19 7.7 0.00 152 0.00 31 0.00 301 453 398 518 494 569 
20 277 0.00 155 0.02 26 0.00 249 485 394 524 486 578 

21 14 0.00 114 0.01 47 0.00 293 494 430 511 480 658 
22 0.10 0.00 102 5.0 e21 0.00 335 341 448 293 426 651 
23 0.00 24 103 0.05 63 0.00 306 341 449 27 400 641 
24 0.00 45 108 e5.0 57 0.00 288 377 455 29 402 633 
25 0.00 44 112 e5.0 34 0.00 310 401 417 38 405 606 

26 0.00 19 112 0.05 10 0.00 358 379 433 146 416 592 
27 24 17 106 0.07 0.00 0.00 277 178 445 452 424 583 
28 43 27 93 0.15 e4.0 0.00 241 131 325 480 432 566 
29 130 33 170 e15 --- 0.00 203 147 254 317 424 589 
30 130 34 10 e15 --- 0.00 179 157 252 2.3 420 539 
31 205 --- 0.66 e15 --- 0.00 --- 311 --- 27 421 --- 

Total 871.30 268.00 3,307.66 3,568.45 383.48 835.00 5,077.00 9,973 10,515 9,272.3 9,417.00 13,010 
Mean 28.1 8.93 107 115 13.7 26.9 169 322 350 299 304 434 
Max 277 45 230 2,090 63 70 358 494 455 524 494 658 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 131 252 2.3 0.00 21 
Ac-ft 1,730 532 6,560 7,080 761 1,660 10,070 19,780 20,860 18,390 18,680 25,810 
Discharge, in acre-feet, of imported water released to river 2.75 mi upstream 

 1,990 746 10,230 0.0 0.0 18.0 7,530 15,180 22,040 19,190 19,190 22,150 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1985 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 112 120 90.9 86.9 99.0 115 117 107 124 85.2 90.0 111 
Max 596 499 477 598 595 464 316 390 516 417 378 463 
(WY) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (2000) (1986) (1998) (1998) (1986) (1986) (1986) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(WY) (2004) (1992) (1990) (1992) (2001) (2001) (2002) (1987) (1987) (1989) (1987) (1991) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1985 - 2005 

Annual total  4,757.08    66,498.19    
Annual mean  13.0    182    109   
Highest annual mean    308 1986  
Lowest annual mean    1.09 2002  
Highest daily mean  277 Oct 20   2,090 Jan 11   2,600 Jan   7, 1993  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Mar   9   0.00 Oct 23   0.00 Mar   4, 1985  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Apr 23   0.00 Nov   2   0.00 Feb 16, 1986  
Maximum peak flow   e5,450 Jan 11   e5,450 Jan 11, 2005  
Maximum peak stage   6.06 Jan 11   8.32 Jan 10, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  9,440    131,900    79,100   
10 percent exceeds  32    476    345   
50 percent exceeds  0.75    93    6.9   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   

e Estimated.  
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