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09166500 DOLORES RIVER AT DOLORES, CO
DOLORES RIVER BASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°28′21″, long 108°29′49″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SW ¼ sec.10, T.37 N., R.15 W., Montezuma County, 
Hydrologic Unit 14030002, on left bank 0.30 mi upstream from bridge on State Highway 184 in Dolores, and 0.8 mi upstream from Lost Canyon Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--504 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--June 1895 to October 1903, August 1910 to November 1912, October 1921 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, 
published in WSP 1313. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 859: 1937. WRD Colo. 1972: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 6,940 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. See WSP 1713 or 1733 
for history of changes prior to Oct. 7, 1952. Oct. 7, 1952 to Nov. 16, 1983, at site 0.4 mi downstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Diversions for irrigation of about 2,000 acres upstream from station.  
Flow partly regulated by Ground Hog Reservoir, capacity 21,710 acre-ft. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09166500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 204 145 e37 e50 e56 108 206 1,120 2,120 737 151 84 
2 188 113 e39 e50 e51 100 261 1,090 2,200 678 152 85 
3 171 117 e42 e57 e52 108 379 1,090 2,250 646 147 95 
4 162 122 e55 e48 e61 100 535 1,080 1,720 568 148 119 
5 158 116 e61 e51 e68 117 537 1,120 1,430 525 155 122 

6 161 115 e56 e42 e98 120 581 1,270 1,430 495 165 105 
7 151 110 e55 e44 e106 136 831 1,340 1,480 462 193 102 
8 141 117 e57 e41 e93 161 1,120 1,190 1,510 429 221 109 
9 127 153 e51 e72 e72 193 1,020 1,280 1,500 395 175 154 

10 122 140 e53 e103 e56 259 761 1,680 1,300 384 198 166 

11 122 142 e58 e74 e94 321 653 1,790 1,170 362 181 146 
12 130 138 e64 e47 e126 378 712 1,550 1,170 339 230 122 
13 125 133 e64 e52 e109 445 948 1,570 1,030 323 194 110 
14 119 125 e55 e53 e102 416 1,310 1,860 1,000 334 180 101 
15 109 114 e55 e50 e105 328 1,590 1,860 1,160 320 176 97 

16 104 119 e45 e52 121 279 1,710 2,210 1,360 307 178 93 
17 98 114 e51 e52 e112 264 2,020 2,700 1,480 283 188 89 
18 104 109 e45 e52 115 244 2,250 2,860 1,460 266 162 83 
19 115 107 e45 e64 133 220 2,120 3,180 1,510 241 144 80 
20 107 107 e50 e74 132 226 2,010 3,850 1,420 226 139 77 

21 101 e107 e44 e81 121 199 1,640 4,500 1,330 211 136 78 
22 117 104 e24 e81 119 184 1,650 4,710 1,410 213 126 85 
23 116 103 e14 e88 122 228 1,700 4,890 1,370 227 120 122 
24 120 93 e22 e94 e106 208 2,440 4,860 1,290 265 117 112 
25 119 e85 e30 e94 e107 203 1,980 4,570 1,190 339 110 92 

26 114 e76 e36 e94 103 190 1,650 4,210 1,150 343 107 85 
27 117 e76 e42 e84 e96 194 1,560 3,670 986 262 107 74 
28 221 e74 e64 e74 e98 243 1,420 3,090 885 213 105 75 
29 232 e59 e98 e73 --- 254 1,330 2,730 847 183 102 119 
30 182 35 e76 e66 --- 244 1,210 2,660 800 165 93 180 
31 167 --- e64 e65 --- 213 --- 2,220 --- 148 86 --- 

Total 4,324 3,268 1,552 2,022 2,734 6,883 38,134 77,800 40,958 10,889 4,686 3,161 
Mean 139 109 50.1 65.2 97.6 222 1,271 2,510 1,365 351 151 105 
Max 232 153 98 103 133 445 2,440 4,890 2,250 737 230 180 
Min 98 35 14 41 51 100 206 1,080 800 148 86 74 
Ac-ft 8,580 6,480 3,080 4,010 5,420 13,650 75,640 154,300 81,240 21,600 9,290 6,270 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1896 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 132 83.7 58.4 52.1 56.5 131 746 1,738 1,337 400 236 182 
Max 1,247 453 199 151 140 458 1,955 3,625 3,470 1,490 650 1,354 
(WY) (1942) (1942) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1997) (1942) (1922) (1957) (1957) (1999) (1927) 
Min 26.0 20.0 19.8 19.3 20.0 25.0 158 235 67.2 55.4 29.0 33.5 
(WY) (1902) (1902) (1990) (1990) (1902) (1899) (1977) (1977) (2002) (1934) (1900) (1899) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1896 - 2005 

Annual total  127,093    196,411    
Annual mean  347    538    431   
Highest annual mean    790 1942  
Lowest annual mean    87.0 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,430 May 10   4,890 May 23   6,950 May   5, 1922  
Lowest daily mean  14 Dec 23   14 Dec 23   8.0 Aug 16, 1896  
Annual seven-day minimum  30 Jan   2   30 Dec 21   12 Aug 10, 1896  
Maximum peak flow   6,120 May 24   a10,000 Oct   5, 1911  
Maximum peak stage   7.04 May 24   10.20 Oct   5, 1911  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  252,100    389,600    311,900   
10 percent exceeds  955    1,580    1,380   
50 percent exceeds  156    142    121   
90 percent exceeds  40    55    40   
a Site and datum then in use, from rating curve extended above 2,800 ft³/s. 
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