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09147500 UNCOMPAHGRE RIVER AT COLONA, CO
GUNNISON RIVER BASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 38°19′53″, long 107°46′44″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ NW ¼ sec.17, T.47 N., R.8 W., Ouray County, 
Hydrologic Unit 14020006, on right bank 75 ft downstream from county highway crossing, 0.2 mi north of Colona, and 1.0 mi upstream from Beaton 
Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--448 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1903 to November 1905, April to June 1906 (gage heights and discharge measurements only), October 1912 to current year. 
Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1313. Published as "near Colona" 1904-06, 1922-34. Statistical summary computed for 
1986 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1313: 1904. WDR CO-88-2: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 6,318.80 ft above NGVD of 1929. See WSP 1713 or 1733 for 
history of changes prior to Sept. 30, 1949. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow regulated by Ridgway Reservoir, 7.7 mi upstream, since 1986, total 
capacity, 84,590 acre-ft. Diversions upstream from station for irrigation of about 2,600 acres downstream from station. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=09147500


 Water-Data Report CO-2005 

 09147500 UNCOMPAHGRE RIVER AT COLONA, CO—Continued 

— 2 — 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 105 73 e49 57 83 58 101 403 688 891 483 342 
2 107 62 e55 57 82 59 108 407 729 806 487 318 
3 105 66 e58 57 e82 59 119 406 730 795 433 298 
4 103 70 e55 58 85 59 122 404 629 784 393 309 
5 105 69 58 57 87 59 120 399 578 771 396 310 

6 146 67 59 57 87 59 113 417 577 661 396 257 
7 195 64 59 e55 85 60 184 432 599 552 389 171 
8 173 63 60 58 85 60 306 404 603 542 396 146 
9 180 67 59 58 e82 60 323 411 628 559 403 145 

10 182 65 59 80 84 62 314 454 613 555 508 147 

11 184 65 59 85 85 63 310 464 579 546 499 138 
12 188 60 61 83 84 66 309 422 564 541 525 135 
13 199 58 62 78 86 69 317 406 537 543 473 135 
14 174 59 62 80 86 64 339 419 551 541 474 133 
15 150 56 60 83 85 59 372 423 605 528 465 135 

16 145 56 60 82 82 49 356 463 649 513 458 133 
17 144 e57 56 83 82 50 379 540 703 512 461 129 
18 144 e54 58 82 82 53 408 507 720 506 487 126 
19 144 52 57 82 81 58 442 579 779 506 443 129 
20 143 51 58 83 81 59 436 683 758 500 403 112 

21 142 53 60 85 80 125 398 756 736 496 402 92 
22 143 50 e55 84 81 208 391 848 771 491 399 99 
23 141 51 56 85 81 233 406 886 816 492 388 105 
24 146 51 e55 86 79 272 450 884 1,050 495 385 99 
25 257 49 e58 85 80 304 402 847 1,130 496 411 96 

26 359 50 58 84 80 304 377 836 1,090 588 433 96 
27 359 47 58 84 80 300 367 848 1,030 530 425 100 
28 362 51 58 84 70 279 374 806 1,010 501 419 113 
29 249 48 59 82 --- 150 405 713 1,010 489 413 127 
30 81 e53 59 82 --- 99 397 704 987 488 407 125 
31 83 --- 57 82 --- 98 --- 681 --- 486 377 --- 

Total 5,338 1,737 1,797 2,338 2,307 3,557 9,445 17,852 22,449 17,704 13,431 4,800 
Mean 172 57.9 58.0 75.4 82.4 115 315 576 748 571 433 160 
Max 362 73 62 86 87 304 450 886 1,130 891 525 342 
Min 81 47 49 55 70 49 101 399 537 486 377 92 
Ac-ft 10,590 3,450 3,560 4,640 4,580 7,060 18,730 35,410 44,530 35,120 26,640 9,520 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1986 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 154 98.3 81.9 73.7 74.7 110 287 505 609 422 291 186 
Max 353 214 132 105 121 213 683 926 1,066 1,226 598 495 
(WY) (1998) (1999) (1993) (1986) (1997) (1997) (1997) (1987) (1995) (1995) (1999) (1999) 
Min 51.6 39.5 34.5 31.8 31.9 44.5 62.6 160 184 141 114 52.3 
(WY) (1990) (2003) (2003) (2003) (2003) (2003) (1990) (1988) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1989) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1986 - 2005 

Annual total  77,441    102,755    
Annual mean  212    282    a242   
Highest annual mean    396 1997  
Lowest annual mean    116 2002  
Highest daily mean  719 Jun   8   1,130 Jun 25   1,900 Jul 11, 1995  
Lowest daily mean  47 Nov 27   47 Nov 27   b25 Apr 28, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  50 Nov 23   50 Nov 23   29 Sep 24, 1989  
Maximum peak flow   1,450 Aug 10   c2,230 Jul 12, 1995  
Maximum peak stage   3.89 Aug 10   4.76 Jul 12, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  153,600    203,800    175,100   
10 percent exceeds  477    637    563   
50 percent exceeds  162    144    127   
90 percent exceeds  54    58    56   
a Average discharge for 76 years (water years 1904-1905, 1913-1986), 271 ft3/s, 196,300 acre-ft/yr, prior to completion of Ridgway 

Reservoir. 
b Minimum daily discharge for period of record, 12 ft3/s, Sep 19, 1956, and May 7, 1967. 
c Maximum discharge for period of record, 4,080 ft3/s, June 13-14, 1921, gage height unknown. 
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