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08248000 LOS PINOS RIVER NEAR ORTIZ, CO
RIO GRANDE BASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°58′56″, long 106°04′23″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, on line between sec.26 and sec.27, T.32 N., R.8 E.,                
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico, Hydrologic Unit 13010005, on left bank 0.9 mi upstream (south) from Colorado-New Mexico State line,                     
2.1 mi southwest of Ortiz, and 2.9 mi upstream from mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--167 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1915 to December 1920, October 1924 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1312. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 8,040 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Apr. 15, 1955,     
at site 350 ft upstream at datum 2.52 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Natural flow of stream affected by diversions for irrigation and return 
flows from irrigated areas. 

COOPERATION.--Records collected and computed by Colorado Division of Water Resources and reviewed by Geological Survey. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Oct. 5, 1911, is the greatest since at least 1854, from information obtained from local residents in 
1959. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08248000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 25 38 e12 e18 e24 e19 25 247 705 143 28 13 
2 23 30 e13 e18 e23 e18 28 244 697 116 27 14 
3 22 e34 e14 e17 e24 e19 34 267 651 104 26 14 
4 24 e31 e15 e17 e24 e18 42 271 546 96 28 17 
5 25 29 e15 e16 e26 e19 44 326 492 87 44 17 

6 58 28 e15 e15 e27 e20 51 393 479 84 38 15 
7 37 26 e14 e14 e27 20 71 469 475 85 33 15 
8 20 30 e14 e16 e26 20 96 489 455 70 31 16 
9 19 31 e16 e19 e24 20 90 643 423 64 26 20 

10 19 27 e17 e23 e26 24 82 843 402 57 27 21 

11 22 29 e18 e22 e29 27 74 930 373 52 25 21 
12 41 24 e18 e19 e31 31 83 817 380 50 46 18 
13 27 28 e17 e16 e31 34 116 808 316 49 43 16 
14 20 21 e17 e16 e29 33 194 849 310 48 47 15 
15 20 24 e16 e18 e29 e28 277 863 339 43 66 14 

16 20 25 e15 e18 e30 e23 320 1,090 370 43 54 13 
17 25 25 e15 e20 e29 e21 405 1,320 356 40 40 12 
18 30 23 e15 e21 e28 e24 491 1,360 333 40 32 11 
19 28 23 e16 e25 e28 e24 554 1,320 321 36 27 10 
20 25 21 e17 e28 e27 e25 570 1,420 299 36 25 10 

21 24 23 e16 e29 e24 e24 544 1,460 283 35 24 10 
22 35 22 e15 e27 e25 e25 504 1,540 287 35 21 11 
23 30 22 e13 e27 e25 26 575 1,560 265 36 19 13 
24 34 e20 e12 e28 e24 25 675 1,510 249 36 20 13 
25 32 e20 e14 e28 e21 24 472 1,400 238 46 19 12 

26 37 e19 e15 e27 e18 24 382 1,300 231 44 19 12 
27 42 e18 e15 e28 e19 24 362 1,170 192 38 18 12 
28 59 e17 e15 e28 e18 26 318 1,000 168 37 19 14 
29 54 e14 e17 e26 --- 28 289 914 161 34 18 19 
30 45 e12 e18 e26 --- 26 261 867 141 31 16 22 
31 41 --- e17 e24 --- 24 --- 771 --- 28 14 --- 

Total 963 734 476 674 716 743 8,029 28,461 10,937 1,743 920 440 
Mean 31.1 24.5 15.4 21.7 25.6 24.0 268 918 365 56.2 29.7 14.7 
Max 59 38 18 29 31 34 675 1,560 705 143 66 22 
Min 19 12 12 14 18 18 25 244 141 28 14 10 
Ac-ft 1,910 1,460 944 1,340 1,420 1,470 15,930 56,450 21,690 3,460 1,820 873 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1915 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 26.9 21.7 16.1 14.6 17.1 34.7 222 605 321 70.9 34.5 24.4 
Max 109 70.1 34.4 26.0 30.0 96.1 610 1,341 1,022 258 112 101 
(WY) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1962) (2004) (1936) (1952) (1957) (1957) (1929) (1927) 
Min 10.1 11.1 5.00 5.00 7.50 13.9 65.9 33.8 8.22 5.17 3.75 7.53 
(WY) (1957) (1957) (1918) (1918) (1964) (1977) (1968) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1915 - 2005 

Annual total  33,510.7    54,836    
Annual mean  91.6    150    118   
Highest annual mean    230 1952  
Lowest annual mean    18.0 2002  
Highest daily mean  819 May   8   1,560 May 23   2,410 May 13, 1941  
Lowest daily mean  7.3 Sep   3   10 Sep 19   1.7 Aug 27, 2002  
Annual seven-day minimum  9.0 Aug 28   11 Sep 16   2.3 Aug 25, 2002  
Maximum peak flow   1,810 May 22   a3,160 May 12, 1941  
Maximum peak stage   6.30 May 22   b5.77 May 12, 1941  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  66,470    108,800    85,350   
10 percent exceeds  269    483    373   
50 percent exceeds  23    27    25   
90 percent exceeds  13    15    12   
a Site and datum then in use, from rating curve extended above 1,600 ft³/s. 
b Maximum gage height, 6.30 ft, May 22, 2005, present site and datum. 
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