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Water-Data Report 2012 

14038530 JOHN DAY RIVER NEAR JOHN DAY, OR 
John Day Basin 

Upper John Day Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°25′07″, long 118°54′19″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SE ¼ sec.19, T.13 S., R.32 E., Grant County, OR, 
Hydrologic Unit 17070201, on left bank, 1,200 ft downstream from Dog Creek, 2.5 mi east of John Day and at mile 250.8. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--386 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1968 to September 1994, May 1996 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 3,130.56 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. No regulation. Many diversions for irrigation upstream from station. 

AVERAGE DISCHARGE FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--42 years (water years 1969-94, 1997-2012), 201 ft³/s, 146,000 acre-ft/yr. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 5,830 ft³/s June 9, 1969, gage height, 10.80 ft, from floodmark; minimum discharge, 3.5 ft³/s 
Aug. 26-28, 1969. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 800 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Apr 26 2115 *1,440 *6.32 

Minimum discharge, 22 ft³/s, Aug. 27, gage height, 3.29 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=14038530&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 76 119 118 152 145 142 410 696 275 164 34 28 
2 88 116 116 141 139 138 361 636 372 162 30 30 
3 99 118 113 133 129 140 325 606 384 156 28 31 
4 105 127 121 131 129 140 339 588 417 148 30 32 
5 129 124 115 130 125 141 334 536 648 143 33 30 

6 136 124 121 124 122 145 321 478 448 128 30 30 
7 134 123 120 123 122 133 287 428 384 124 30 30 
8 125 122 115 120 124 138 270 408 418 126 30 30 
9 118 123 126 117 125 142 264 427 413 123 29 29 

10 126 122 131 122 135 150 273 450 353 115 28 29 

11 136 122 109 109 148 167 293 430 319 105 29 30 
12 121 124 108 112 146 164 311 387 307 101 30 31 
13 118 128 106 139 135 163 303 393 332 93 31 30 
14 116 126 107 116 133 164 294 418 320 88 30 28 
15 115 122 109 114 131 226 288 457 312 98 31 27 

16 134 117 111 112 125 626 311 505 299 87 32 29 
17 127 125 108 130 129 492 378 509 291 84 30 31 
18 119 129 108 127 136 371 416 440 307 77 26 30 
19 116 124 108 275 129 309 415 385 294 75 26 29 
20 116 120 107 237 127 286 491 358 255 75 28 30 

21 115 121 106 267 207 353 560 394 225 74 27 32 
22 114 132 93 176 260 345 631 481 224 65 27 33 
23 115 128 99 159 208 357 786 459 257 60 26 37 
24 114 125 140 144 178 337 865 429 225 61 27 42 
25 115 126 129 210 174 311 881 394 203 58 26 41 

26 119 121 106 244 157 316 1,170 356 236 56 27 44 
27 120 122 109 178 151 303 1,250 311 212 49 23 43 
28 119 122 129 150 143 311 907 281 186 43 25 43 
29 120 122 164 150 148 299 718 256 177 41 26 44 
30 118 123 232 156 --- 378 686 233 176 41 29 49 
31 123 --- 188 144 --- 424 --- 239 --- 35 30 --- 

Total 3,646 3,697 3,772 4,742 4,260 8,111 15,138 13,368 9,269 2,855 888 1,002 
Mean 118 123 122 153 147 262 505 431 309 92.1 28.6 33.4 
Max 136 132 232 275 260 626 1,250 696 648 164 34 49 
Min 76 116 93 109 122 133 264 233 176 35 23 27 
Ac-ft 7,230 7,330 7,480 9,410 8,450 16,090 30,030 26,520 18,390 5,660 1,760 1,990 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1969 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 95.7 123 154 200 215 294 345 457 336 106 40.2 52.2 
Max 156 244 435 613 689 746 718 945 929 314 116 145 
(WY) (1983) (1974) (1997) (1997) (1982) (1984) (1984) (2011) (2011) (1982) (1984) (1984) 
Min 65.8 78.2 89.6 88.1 88.8 88.6 88.1 85.4 53.9 25.9 10.4 24.2 
(WY) (1989) (2003) (2003) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1992) (1992) (1973) (1973) (1990) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1969 - 2012 
Annual total  124,280    70,748    
Annual mean  340    193    201   
Highest annual mean    393 1984  
Lowest annual mean    73.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  2,820 May 16   1,250 Apr 27   2,820 May 16, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  37 Aug 28   23 Aug 27   3.5 Aug 27, 1969  
Annual seven-day minimum  38 Aug 28   26 Aug 23   4.3 Aug 24, 1969  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  246,500    140,300    146,000   
10 percent exceeds  872    416    450   
50 percent exceeds  210    128    127   
90 percent exceeds  54    30    39   
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