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Water-Data Report 2012 

13341570 POTLATCH RIVER BELOW LITTLE POTLATCH CREEK NEAR SPALDING, ID 
Clearwater Basin 

Clearwater Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°29′55″, long 116°45′43″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.6, T.36 N., R.3 W., Nez Perce County, 
ID, Hydrologic Unit 17060306, Lapwai quad., on right bank, 2 mi above mouth, 3.35 mi downstream from Little Potlatch Creek, and 4.3 mi northeast of 
Spalding. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--583 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 2003 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 845 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges and discharges above 8000 cfs, which are poor. Station equipment includes satellite 
telemetry and crest-stage gage. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 18,000 ft³/s Mar. 26, 2012, gage height, 16.82 ft; minimum daily, 0.07 ft³/s Aug. 16, 18, 2007. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Feb 22 1800 8,400 13.32 
Mar 16 0730 8,080 13.17 
Mar 26 1300 *18,000 *16.82 
Mar 31 0545 9,510 13.82 

Minimum daily discharge, 4.1 ft³/s, Sept. 10. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13341570&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 11 37 57 251 412 417 5,780 1,670 125 87 13 4.7 
2 11 43 49 170 375 335 3,400 1,150 145 91 13 4.6 
3 11 36 36 127 285 315 2,430 1,000 173 86 12 4.7 
4 10 33 31 106 229 315 2,160 1,380 170 74 11 4.8 
5 12 31 e29 93 196 489 1,970 1,100 178 66 11 4.6 

6 18 30 e30 83 171 728 1,770 861 421 60 10 4.5 
7 21 29 e29 78 165 531 1,380 717 468 55 10 4.6 
8 26 27 e28 78 154 458 1,190 621 402 49 9.3 4.6 
9 26 28 e27 66 147 643 1,150 548 540 45 9.0 4.3 

10 25 27 e25 e57 195 997 1,270 475 820 43 8.7 4.1 

11 29 26 e28 e51 338 1,260 1,440 410 710 39 8.0 4.4 
12 28 26 32 e43 439 1,210 1,710 371 468 36 7.9 4.6 
13 40 39 32 e35 478 1,070 1,830 332 362 33 7.5 4.7 
14 34 40 32 49 348 1,060 1,550 299 294 31 7.1 4.7 
15 31 46 33 57 302 1,350 1,310 273 243 30 6.7 5.1 

16 29 39 32 e49 230 6,440 1,170 249 207 29 6.5 5.4 
17 29 40 32 e45 211 3,810 1,550 227 184 28 6.2 5.4 
18 29 60 30 e45 339 2,460 1,530 208 169 34 5.9 5.4 
19 27 57 e30 e59 397 1,670 1,860 190 160 41 5.7 5.3 
20 25 49 e28 e71 314 1,310 1,830 174 153 37 5.4 5.4 

21 24 43 e29 86 560 1,610 1,830 168 132 36 5.2 5.5 
22 23 43 e26 117 5,240 2,930 1,550 206 116 29 5.1 5.7 
23 24 58 e22 114 2,730 2,980 1,390 226 106 31 4.9 5.9 
24 25 84 e26 105 1,240 2,740 1,360 233 97 27 4.7 6.0 
25 27 90 34 120 1,150 2,900 1,250 200 89 24 4.7 6.0 

26 26 94 37 166 816 11,400 1,190 170 103 21 4.9 6.2 
27 26 76 34 215 628 5,910 1,740 150 168 20 5.0 6.4 
28 24 64 44 179 537 4,320 1,220 142 150 18 4.9 6.6 
29 24 66 157 168 481 3,940 923 136 110 17 4.9 6.6 
30 24 64 526 295 --- 6,090 1,190 129 90 16 5.0 6.7 
31 28 --- 491 531 --- 7,670 --- 121 --- 14 4.9 --- 

Total 747 1,425 2,076 3,709 19,107 79,358 51,923 14,136 7,553 1,247 228.1 157.5 
Mean 24.1 47.5 67.0 120 659 2,560 1,731 456 252 40.2 7.36 5.25 
Max 40 94 526 531 5,240 11,400 5,780 1,670 820 91 13 6.7 
Min 10 26 22 35 147 315 923 121 89 14 4.7 4.1 
Ac-ft 1,480 2,830 4,120 7,360 37,900 157,400 103,000 28,040 14,980 2,470 452 312 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 2003 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 22.4 81.0 192 642 708 1,418 1,081 551 183 24.5 7.92 9.18 
Max 46.2 229 470 1,914 1,440 2,560 2,235 1,280 376 46.0 17.6 25.3 
(WY) (2005) (2007) (2007) (2011) (2007) (2012) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2004) (2004) 
Min 14.2 36.6 67.0 114 169 241 372 83.1 33.4 5.39 0.56 2.30 
(WY) (2004) (2004) (2012) (2008) (2005) (2010) (2010) (2007) (2007) (2007) (2007) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 2003 - 2012 
Annual total  280,081.3    181,666.6    
Annual mean  767    496    409   
Highest annual mean    788 2011  
Lowest annual mean    180 2010  
Highest daily mean  12,500 Jan 17   11,400 Mar 26   12,500 Jan 17, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  6.1 Sep 14   4.1 Sep 10   0.07 Aug 16, 2007  
Annual seven-day minimum  6.8 Sep 11   4.4 Sep   5   0.08 Aug 12, 2007  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  555,500    360,300    296,000   
10 percent exceeds  2,100    1,380    1,260   
50 percent exceeds  105    66    90   
90 percent exceeds  11    5.9    6.2   
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