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Water-Data Report 2012 

13135500 BIG WOOD RIVER NEAR KETCHUM ID 
Upper Snake Basin 
Big Wood Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°47′11″, long 114°25′27″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ sec.10, T.7 S., R.17 E., Blaine County, ID, Hydrologic 
Unit 17040219, Amber Lakes quad., at North Fork campground, and at mile 105.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--137 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1948 to September 1971. 1977, 1987-88, 1994, 2006 (discharge measurements only). April 2011 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 6,240 ft above NGVD, from topographic map. Prior to Nov. 7, 1950, nonrecording gage at site 1,620 ft 
upstream at different datum. Nov. 7, 1950 to Sept. 1971, at site 1,060 ft upstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Station equipment includes satellite telemetry. Measured as part of 
seepage investigation October 2006. Minor diversions for nonconsumptive uses on Boulder Creek. About 97 acre-ft of storage in ponds on Prairie 
Creek (1961 determination). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 1830 ft³/s, April 26, 2012, gage height, 8.74 ft; minimum discharge, 8.5 ft³/s Mar. 18, 1966, 
gage height, 2.08 ft, site and datum then in use, but may have been less at time of avalanche Jan. 20, 1964. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 1,830 ft³/s April 26, gage height, 8.74 ft; minimum daily, 28 ft³/s Dec. 5. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13135500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 74 74 58 50 54 52 140 552 503 293 109 80 
2 76 67 e50 58 58 e50 120 510 616 283 108 77 
3 75 71 e32 62 48 54 114 476 717 273 105 75 
4 85 75 e30 59 49 54 112 450 757 256 104 73 
5 129 73 e28 60 52 53 111 412 836 241 102 72 

6 112 68 35 56 54 57 108 388 672 233 100 72 
7 96 69 44 56 54 50 101 378 546 229 97 72 
8 92 67 50 55 58 55 106 406 490 221 98 72 
9 89 64 54 58 58 56 129 493 451 214 99 70 

10 88 68 53 55 57 57 167 611 416 207 95 70 

11 99 70 53 48 56 61 212 617 385 197 94 68 
12 96 73 57 42 56 60 209 603 369 191 90 68 
13 90 70 58 50 53 58 208 628 382 183 88 68 
14 89 69 63 56 51 60 203 689 414 187 86 68 
15 89 67 64 59 48 64 211 769 426 187 85 67 

16 109 62 59 e55 47 85 210 815 434 174 84 66 
17 121 84 61 e50 e55 80 216 891 460 169 82 67 
18 104 76 62 55 55 70 284 758 481 161 81 67 
19 98 69 62 59 51 65 316 683 431 152 82 68 
20 95 e60 61 60 51 56 373 640 390 147 84 67 

21 92 80 65 60 60 64 480 631 381 143 82 67 
22 89 70 50 59 58 66 589 693 392 140 81 66 
23 87 70 45 59 53 73 734 652 402 137 80 67 
24 85 73 52 55 49 73 832 584 401 133 80 69 
25 84 70 60 57 56 78 864 535 400 131 79 69 

26 79 57 65 59 e48 89 1,300 481 377 129 79 69 
27 79 e60 67 56 51 83 1,360 452 338 125 80 67 
28 77 e75 68 e55 51 80 876 420 322 122 77 66 
29 77 69 67 57 56 74 691 407 312 118 76 65 
30 76 70 65 61 --- 77 604 400 303 115 76 64 
31 76 --- 60 53 --- 109 --- 421 --- 112 76 --- 

Total 2,807 2,090 1,698 1,734 1,547 2,063 11,980 17,445 13,804 5,603 2,739 2,076 
Mean 90.5 69.7 54.8 55.9 53.3 66.5 399 563 460 181 88.4 69.2 
Max 129 84 68 62 60 109 1,360 891 836 293 109 80 
Min 74 57 28 42 47 50 101 378 303 112 76 64 
Ac-ft 5,570 4,150 3,370 3,440 3,070 4,090 23,760 34,600 27,380 11,110 5,430 4,120 
Cfsm 0.66 0.51 0.40 0.41 0.39 0.49 2.91 4.11 3.36 1.32 0.64 0.51 
In. 0.76 0.57 0.46 0.47 0.42 0.56 3.25 4.74 3.75 1.52 0.74 0.56 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1948 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 71.9 63.4 53.3 50.1 48.2 49.5 162 500 578 246 107 79.3 
Max 97.5 75.4 65.5 69.4 58.8 66.5 399 923 1,079 574 211 133 
(WY) (1966) (1966) (1965) (1965) (1965) (2012) (2012) (1969) (1965) (1965) (1965) (1965) 
Min 48.1 45.4 41.3 38.6 37.7 37.8 45.6 219 220 80.9 57.2 50.7 
(WY) (1967) (1967) (1967) (1961) (1967) (1955) (1955) (1968) (1966) (1961) (1960) (1966) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1948 - 2012 
Annual total  65,586    
Annual mean  179    168   
Highest annual mean   270 1965  
Lowest annual mean   86.1 1961  
Highest daily mean  1,360 Apr 27   1,510 May 24, 1956  
Lowest daily mean  28 Dec   5   18 Jan   4, 1959  
Annual seven-day minimum  38 Dec   2   34 Jan 18, 1967  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  130,100    121,500   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.31    1.22   
Annual runoff (inches)  17.81    16.63   
10 percent exceeds  484    466   
50 percent exceeds  78    72   
90 percent exceeds  54    45   
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