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Water-Data Report 2012 

13120000 NORTH FORK BIG LOST RIVER AT WILD HORSE, NEAR CHILLY, ID 
Upper Snake Basin 
Big Lost Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°55′58″, long 114°06′50″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ SE ¼ sec.17, T.7 N., R.20 E., Custer County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17040218, Harry Canyon quad., Challis National Forest, on right bank 0.2 mi upstream from East Fork, 2 mi downstream from Wild 
Horse damsite, and 16 mi southwest of Chilly. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--115 mi², Mean elevation, 8,540 ft. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1944 to current year. Prior to October 1967, published as "Big Lost River at Wild Horse, near Chilly". 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2010: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Elevation of gage is 6,820 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. There are several small ranch diversions upstream for local irrigation. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 2,170 ft³/s May 21, 2006, gage height, 6.41 ft; minimum, 4.9 ft³/s Feb. 17, 1988, gage height, 
0.92 ft, result of freeze-up. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 300 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) Gage height (ft) 

Apr 26 2230 *1,190 *5.13 
May 17 0400 515 3.83 
Jun   5 0245 705 4.26 
Jun 18 0300 354 3.39 

Minimum discharge, 7.4 ft³/s, Feb. 24, 28, gage height, 0.98 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13120000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 33 42 27 22 21 19 64 257 314 197 56 31 
2 33 36 25 24 22 19 50 236 391 192 54 33 
3 34 37 24 25 19 20 48 216 471 191 53 31 
4 38 39 28 24 19 19 46 194 554 182 52 30 
5 64 38 23 25 19 19 44 171 593 162 50 29 

6 71 35 24 22 20 19 41 156 398 155 49 29 
7 62 36 26 25 20 17 37 148 310 141 50 30 
8 59 34 27 25 22 18 39 162 277 141 50 29 
9 56 33 26 24 22 20 44 214 262 132 49 28 

10 55 34 25 24 22 20 52 289 236 132 47 28 

11 56 34 25 20 21 21 67 297 216 126 46 28 
12 54 36 25 20 19 20 62 298 214 118 44 29 
13 53 34 25 23 18 20 66 320 232 116 42 29 
14 52 33 25 22 18 21 67 366 264 123 41 28 
15 53 33 25 23 18 24 68 427 267 130 39 28 

16 62 28 25 19 17 42 67 439 273 109 39 28 
17 74 36 26 18 20 30 67 468 296 101 38 28 
18 65 34 25 21 20 25 75 398 323 95 38 28 
19 62 28 26 21 17 24 77 353 278 90 38 27 
20 59 26 24 21 17 21 87 332 238 85 39 27 

21 57 34 25 21 21 23 134 348 232 84 38 27 
22 55 33 20 21 20 24 209 415 249 80 36 27 
23 53 34 22 22 19 33 286 367 272 80 36 27 
24 52 34 23 20 18 32 349 317 269 76 35 28 
25 50 33 23 23 20 36 376 284 275 74 34 28 

26 47 25 23 22 18 37 758 253 262 70 34 29 
27 46 30 23 19 19 31 780 229 216 67 33 28 
28 43 34 24 20 19 29 410 206 200 67 32 28 
29 44 31 24 23 20 27 309 201 203 63 31 28 
30 43 33 24 23 --- 29 283 208 198 60 31 27 
31 43 --- 24 20 --- 76 --- 239 --- 58 30 --- 

Total 1,628 1,007 761 682 565 815 5,062 8,808 8,783 3,497 1,284 855 
Mean 52.5 33.6 24.5 22.0 19.5 26.3 169 284 293 113 41.4 28.5 
Max 74 42 28 25 22 76 780 468 593 197 56 33 
Min 33 25 20 18 17 17 37 148 198 58 30 27 
Ac-ft 3,230 2,000 1,510 1,350 1,120 1,620 10,040 17,470 17,420 6,940 2,550 1,700 
Cfsm 0.46 0.29 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.23 1.47 2.47 2.55 0.98 0.36 0.25 
In. 0.53 0.33 0.25 0.22 0.18 0.26 1.64 2.85 2.84 1.13 0.42 0.28 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1944 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 37.8 30.9 25.1 23.5 21.3 22.4 61.6 276 405 192 68.2 45.0 
Max 63.5 117 88.2 79.6 70.9 62.1 169 686 848 602 178 122 
(WY) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1984) (2012) (2006) (1965) (1995) (1965) (1985) 
Min 19.7 15.8 14.1 14.1 14.7 13.0 17.2 66.2 115 52.5 25.5 21.4 
(WY) (2003) (2004) (1993) (1991) (1961) (2002) (1955) (1977) (2001) (1994) (2001) (1992) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1944 - 2012 
Annual total  40,338    33,747    
Annual mean  111    92.2    101   
Highest annual mean    184 1965  
Lowest annual mean    48.9 2001  
Highest daily mean  850 Jun 24   780 Apr 27   1,830 May 20, 2006  
Lowest daily mean  17 Feb   1   17 Feb 16   9.5 Dec 22, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  18 Mar 14   18 Feb 14   11 Dec 21, 1990  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  80,010    66,940    73,120   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.961    0.802    0.878   
Annual runoff (inches)  13.05    10.92    11.92   
10 percent exceeds  362    274    294   
50 percent exceeds  36    36    36   
90 percent exceeds  20    20    19   
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