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Water-Data Report 2012 

13049500 FALLS RIVER NEAR CHESTER, ID 
Upper Snake Basin 

Lower Henrys Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°01′06″, long 111°34′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ SE ¼ sec.13, T.8 N., R.41 E., Fremont County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17040203, Lemon Lake quad., on right bank, 0.2 mi upstream from highway bridge, at mile 0.8, and 1.5 mi north of Chester. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--503 mi², Mean elevation, 6,970 ft. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1920 to current year (irrigation seasons only prior to 1962). Prior to October 1959, published as "Fall River near Chester". 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1217: Drainage area. WDR-US-2010: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 5,051.9 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to Aug. 9, 1920, nonrecording gage at site 200 
ft downstream at same datum. Aug. 9, 1920 to Apr. 28, 1921, nonrecording gage at present site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Station equipment includes satellite telemetry. Flow since October 1939 
partly regulated by Grassy Lake. Diversions above station for irrigation of about 4,600 acres above station and about 36,000 acres in adjacent basins 
(1966 determination). Station is below all diversions from Falls River. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge recorded, 9,310 ft³/s June 8, 2011, gage height, 7.53 ft; maximum gage height, 7.93 ft, Jan. 18, 
1966, backwater from ice; minimum recorded, 7.0 ft³/s June 27, 1961, gage height, 0.74 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 3,750 ft³/s Apr. 27, gage height, 5.07 ft; minimum, 245 ft³/s July 14, gage height, 1.88 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13049500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 527 839 708 e630 e610 e540 1,100 1,790 1,580 1,030 312 566 
2 531 788 651 e610 e615 523 997 1,880 1,810 1,030 317 647 
3 542 773 e640 e620 e590 539 921 1,770 2,090 972 339 555 
4 547 785 e650 e630 e560 546 960 1,600 2,340 972 353 538 
5 610 802 e640 e640 e570 532 1,030 1,770 2,500 767 353 536 

6 776 793 e670 e635 e520 557 1,040 1,640 2,560 575 340 545 
7 786 792 e700 e630 e550 553 949 1,460 2,140 543 332 557 
8 764 787 e670 e620 e570 528 873 1,420 1,720 477 321 552 
9 785 759 e700 e610 e575 530 888 1,570 1,940 455 322 542 

10 770 e750 e690 e620 e580 530 986 1,840 2,140 396 318 529 

11 949 e760 e720 e590 e580 544 1,200 1,690 1,870 337 336 547 
12 1,140 801 e740 e570 e570 564 1,500 1,660 1,460 302 344 549 
13 865 798 e730 e580 e570 584 1,380 1,710 1,370 284 333 539 
14 797 775 e710 e600 562 737 1,210 1,820 1,480 330 303 533 
15 776 777 e720 e610 553 806 1,200 2,000 1,560 461 307 525 

16 790 e730 e730 e600 537 867 1,130 2,150 1,460 494 313 512 
17 1,030 763 e700 e580 539 913 1,200 2,290 1,410 488 305 509 
18 918 826 e690 e630 538 904 1,370 2,270 1,590 445 300 505 
19 825 e770 e700 e680 555 766 1,420 2,030 1,770 425 298 502 
20 789 e760 e660 e730 537 662 1,470 1,850 1,660 390 322 503 

21 768 781 e630 e690 565 640 1,820 1,840 1,320 355 344 496 
22 769 761 e580 e630 579 647 2,280 1,990 1,240 336 379 490 
23 754 759 e610 e610 551 717 2,610 2,220 1,370 329 370 497 
24 741 751 e640 e590 e530 760 2,880 2,090 1,490 316 361 512 
25 741 748 e670 e620 e540 800 3,100 1,720 1,520 310 356 521 

26 717 e670 e640 e590 517 832 3,170 1,590 1,380 303 366 529 
27 711 e680 e680 e580 535 804 3,430 1,900 1,360 298 412 503 
28 703 755 e690 e600 550 766 2,620 1,860 1,160 318 424 505 
29 701 746 e700 e600 545 747 2,010 1,760 1,060 320 400 507 
30 699 744 e680 e610 --- 738 1,700 1,600 1,060 319 399 507 
31 720 --- e650 e610 --- 911 --- 1,510 --- 318 452 --- 

Total 23,541 23,023 20,989 19,145 16,193 21,087 48,444 56,290 49,410 14,695 10,731 15,858 
Mean 759 767 677 618 558 680 1,615 1,816 1,647 474 346 529 
Max 1,140 839 740 730 615 913 3,430 2,290 2,560 1,030 452 647 
Min 527 670 580 570 517 523 873 1,420 1,060 284 298 490 
Ac-ft 46,690 45,670 41,630 37,970 32,120 41,830 96,090 111,700 98,000 29,150 21,280 31,450 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1920 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 469 542 512 475 460 485 857 2,003 1,833 472 256 329 
Max 953 992 754 638 611 730 1,615 3,751 3,851 1,986 892 767 
(WY) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1975) (1985) (1986) (2012) (1997) (2011) (2011) (1997) (1997) 
Min 149 350 356 344 357 365 431 597 255 27.8 28.5 57.3 
(WY) (1935) (1964) (1988) (2004) (1978) (1988) (1967) (1934) (1934) (1960) (1933) (1960) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1920 - 2012 
Annual total  425,417    319,406    
Annual mean  1,166    873    772   
Highest annual mean    1,279 1997  
Lowest annual mean    474 1988  
Highest daily mean  8,280 Jun   8   3,430 Apr 27   8,280 Jun   8, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  330 Feb   1   284 Jul 13   7.0 Jul 27, 1931  
Annual seven-day minimum  371 Feb   1   307 Aug 14   16 Jul 29, 1930  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  843,800    633,500    559,200   
10 percent exceeds  3,150    1,770    1,880   
50 percent exceeds  700    680    492   
90 percent exceeds  420    356    261   

 

 

 

O N D 
2011 

J F M A M J J A S 
2012 

100 

200 

500 

1,000 

2,000 

5,000 

10,000 

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 


