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Water-Data Report 2012 

12392155 LIGHTNING CREEK AT CLARK FORK, ID 
Pend Oreille Basin 

Lower Clark Fork Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°09′06″, long 116°10′54″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.3, T.55 N., R.2 E., Bonner County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17010213, Clark Fork quad., on left bank at Clark Fork, 500 ft upstream from Idaho Highway 200 bridge, and 1.1 mi upstream from 
mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--118 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1988 to September 1990, June 1991 to current year. Miscellaneous measurements made at this site 1974-78, 1987-88. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2010: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 2,093.66 ft above NGVD of 1929.  Prior to Nov. 27, 2007 at site 490 ft. downstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges,which are poor.  Station equipment includes satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 16,400 ft³/s Nov. 6, 2006, gage height, 11.75 ft, from rating curve extended above 9,340 ft³/s, 
on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow; no flow Sept. 14 to Oct. 12, 2001. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Indirect determination for peak of May 27 or 28, 1948 was 5,100 ft³/s, 5 mi upstream. Indirect determination 
for peak of January 1974 was 5,530 ft³/s, 5 mi upstream. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 4810 ft³/s April 24 and April 26, gage height, 14.14 ft; minimum daily, 8.2 ft³/s Sept 30. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12392155&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 16 76 95 172 152 91 977 1,850 2,250 1,610 112 21 
2 15 57 89 156 140 86 793 1,440 3,210 1,430 106 21 
3 14 49 80 147 130 88 657 1,210 2,730 1,500 e105 20 
4 14 46 78 136 122 98 574 1,150 2,430 1,150 e96 19 
5 14 41 72 141 116 118 492 1,070 3,290 1,000 e90 19 

6 14 35 70 138 110 141 429 974 3,040 962 e85 18 
7 15 31 65 130 106 122 381 939 2,150 952 e81 18 
8 17 32 57 124 101 115 351 1,040 2,090 950 e75 18 
9 18 30 53 121 98 114 336 1,380 2,000 883 e72 17 

10 18 28 48 140 95 121 358 1,510 1,920 796 e68 17 

11 128 27 53 110 93 150 517 1,270 1,680 706 e62 16 
12 126 35 54 105 94 173 883 1,210 1,810 614 e60 15 
13 66 35 47 101 92 225 903 1,370 2,930 567 e57 15 
14 45 34 51 113 89 221 863 1,730 2,700 625 e56 15 
15 34 28 47 104 85 297 788 2,270 2,250 729 e54 14 

16 28 23 44 94 82 882 737 2,900 2,090 570 e50 14 
17 25 27 42 91 80 669 815 2,690 3,100 462 e48 13 
18 23 28 41 89 83 487 786 2,220 2,780 405 e45 13 
19 22 24 39 86 83 378 750 1,860 2,270 363 e43 12 
20 21 24 37 85 78 322 1,340 1,690 1,840 346 e41 12 

21 20 23 36 106 86 284 1,790 2,080 1,860 327 e39 11 
22 22 55 33 103 116 260 1,810 3,450 2,060 265 e38 11 
23 97 345 25 93 109 228 2,480 2,610 2,210 e230 34 10 
24 62 449 33 85 100 205 4,000 1,960 1,940 e220 31 10 
25 45 229 33 114 108 195 3,860 1,660 1,710 e195 30 9.7 

26 36 153 31 112 96 224 4,270 1,540 2,240 e175 28 9.3 
27 31 127 34 101 95 249 3,400 1,480 2,560 e165 27 9.1 
28 28 127 93 97 92 273 2,040 1,520 1,850 e155 26 8.8 
29 34 112 365 103 95 343 1,540 1,840 1,730 e140 24 8.4 
30 30 106 257 187 --- 1,010 1,640 1,820 1,640 e135 23 8.2 
31 94 --- 205 168 --- 1,080 --- 1,760 --- e125 22 --- 

Total 1,172 2,436 2,307 3,652 2,926 9,249 40,560 53,493 68,360 18,752 1,728 422.5 
Mean 37.8 81.2 74.4 118 101 298 1,352 1,726 2,279 605 55.7 14.1 
Max 128 449 365 187 152 1,080 4,270 3,450 3,290 1,610 112 21 
Min 14 23 25 85 78 86 336 939 1,640 125 22 8.2 
Ac-ft 2,320 4,830 4,580 7,240 5,800 18,350 80,450 106,100 135,600 37,190 3,430 838 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1989 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 95.8 319 244 231 210 293 767 1,530 1,157 241 44.1 35.8 
Max 381 1,374 1,242 570 1,133 950 1,352 2,258 2,279 945 240 326 
(WY) (1998) (1996) (1996) (2002) (1996) (2007) (2012) (2008) (2012) (2011) (2004) (2004) 
Min 6.31 22.4 9.21 8.60 6.36 85.7 233 1,031 230 58.2 8.92 0.89 
(WY) (2003) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2001) (2008) (1994) (1992) (1992) (2003) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1989 - 2012 
Annual total  194,868    205,057.5    
Annual mean  534    560    431   
Highest annual mean    716 1996  
Lowest annual mean    194 2001  
Highest daily mean  3,180 May 16   4,270 Apr 26   10,500 Nov   7, 2006  
Lowest daily mean  13 Sep 27   8.2 Sep 30   0.00 Sep 14, 2001  
Annual seven-day minimum  14 Sep 14   9.1 Sep 24   0.00 Sep 14, 2001  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  386,500    406,700    312,000   
10 percent exceeds  2,020    1,880    1,310   
50 percent exceeds  184    111    151   
90 percent exceeds  21    19    15   
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