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Water-Data Report 2012 

12350250 BITTERROOT RIVER AT BELL CROSSING, NEAR VICTOR, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 
Bitterroot Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°26'36", long 114°07'26" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NW ¼ NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.20, T.8 N., R.20 W., Ravalli County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010205, on right bank 20 ft downstream from highway bridge at Bell Crossing, 1.5 mi northeast of Victor, 2.0 mi upstream from 
Big Creek, and at river mile 38.3. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,963 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1987 to current year (seasonal records only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,330 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records are fair. Some regulation occurs by Painted Rocks Lake (station number 12342000). Diversions for irrigation of about 80,000 acres 
occur upstream from station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and specific conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12350250&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1      620 2,190 6,000 5,020 3,220 383 304 
2      615 2,200 5,110 6,700 3,090 340 301 
3      608 1,940 4,520 7,670 2,890 321 299 
4      614 1,830 4,100 6,670 2,660 318 297 
5      626 1,800 3,930 8,250 2,380 314 336 

6      640 1,740 3,620 8,220 2,150 314 335 
7      592 1,670 3,290 6,520 2,100 313 339 
8      576 1,580 2,950 5,450 2,110 310 340 
9      597 1,540 3,150 5,160 2,010 316 342 

10      617 1,550 4,080 4,660 1,970 314 346 

11      675 1,720 4,350 4,220 1,810 320 341 
12      746 2,290 4,120 3,940 1,700 327 326 
13      746 2,740 4,150 5,180 1,550 322 300 
14      742 2,640 4,720 6,380 1,470 311 300 
15      736 2,540 5,840 5,620 1,650 304 310 

16      853 2,420 7,190 5,490 1,550 303 287 
17      1,070 2,280 8,950 5,450 1,450 307 272 
18      1,070 2,190 8,020 6,580 1,410 306 266 
19      1,010 2,180 6,820 5,590 1,280 289 262 
20      933 2,190 6,010 4,450 1,120 287 255 

21      909 2,830 5,930 3,970 992 291 263 
22      920 3,940 7,910 4,300 876 314 268 
23      975 5,040 8,410 5,020 787 320 271 
24      1,020 6,810 6,380 5,510 687 311 278 
25      1,020 9,130 5,330 5,630 599 309 309 

26      1,100 10,500 4,740 5,460 522 318 321 
27      1,240 12,200 4,330 4,470 479 323 367 
28      1,260 10,100 4,020 3,480 486 314 367 
29      1,340 7,860 3,910 3,290 492 309 355 
30      1,380 6,400 3,860 3,170 477 306 361 
31      1,660 --- 3,890 --- 433 306 --- 

Total      27,510 116,040 159,630 161,520 46,400 9,740 9,318 
Mean      887 3,868 5,149 5,384 1,497 314 311 
Max      1,660 12,200 8,950 8,250 3,220 383 367 
Min      576 1,540 2,950 3,170 433 287 255 
Ac-ft      54,570 230,200 316,600 320,400 92,030 19,320 18,480 

 
 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1987 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean      652 1,813 3,852 5,463 1,330 401 416 
Max      887 3,868 5,383 11,060 4,495 760 890 
(WY)      (2012) (2012) (2011) (1996) (2011) (2009) (2004) 
Min      516 747 1,855 1,372 207 95.8 145 
(WY)      (2010) (1991) (2010) (1987) (1987) (1988) (1987) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1987 - 2012 
Highest daily mean  13,300 Jun   8   12,200 Apr 27   17,500 Jun   9, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  382 Sep 27   255 Sep 20   63 Jul 16, 1987  
Maximum peak flow               12,900      Apr 27   a18,700Jun   9, 1996

  
Maximum peak stage                       9.96       Apr 27     10.82 May 31, 2003  
Instantaneous low flow    60 Jul 16, 1987  
aGage height 10.07 ft. 
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