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Water-Data Report 2012 

12324680 CLARK FORK AT GOLDCREEK, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 

Upper Clark Fork Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°35'24", long 112°55'42" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SE ¼ NW ¼ SW ¼ sec.25, T.10 N., R.11 W., Powell County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010201, on right bank at county road bridge, 0.4 mi north of the town of Goldcreek, 1.1 mi downstream from Gold Creek, and at 
river mile 434.7. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,760 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1977 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 4,172.80 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. June 13 to Oct. 21, 1982, 
nonrecording gage at site 350 ft downstream at same elevation. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Some regulation is imposed by settling ponds on Silver Bow Creek 
near Warm Springs. Diversion for irrigation includes about 40,100 acres upstream from station. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is located at 
the station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12324680&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 359 520 473 e420 418 e380 980 1,340 900 386 247 187 
2 364 508 e480 e440 413 e390 904 1,170 988 391 242 184 
3 371 506 e470 454 405 e400 824 1,090 1,270 373 227 177 
4 384 515 e460 444 383 675 801 1,030 1,370 365 203 175 
5 429 525 398 442 379 885 769 1,070 1,380 341 206 179 

6 434 512 396 438 414 782 757 976 1,710 346 210 178 
7 441 485 444 410 403 498 737 883 1,700 339 203 181 
8 449 503 441 426 381 457 722 812 1,450 339 199 185 
9 452 513 457 434 401 511 720 768 1,360 337 190 190 

10 456 502 422 428 400 656 703 758 1,320 329 182 180 

11 472 502 427 394 393 761 730 770 1,290 316 190 176 
12 481 517 e420 353 393 746 879 742 1,110 313 191 178 
13 480 518 e400 374 393 651 1,030 712 1,160 301 180 181 
14 480 514 e420 421 392 630 975 671 1,280 301 179 184 
15 499 504 e420 442 383 578 930 680 1,110 333 181 185 

16 535 467 e440 389 376 806 921 720 1,020 367 183 185 
17 549 e490 e440 341 390 768 896 860 979 363 190 187 
18 548 e480 e460 333 386 752 868 946 973 378 182 187 
19 527 457 e460 394 380 627 863 882 958 353 176 187 
20 525 449 e440 453 377 554 835 814 870 350 179 190 

21 532 509 e440 440 385 537 859 758 778 332 178 193 
22 527 522 e400 443 901 636 947 857 683 305 189 196 
23 520 525 e360 408 737 789 1,020 978 620 296 196 197 
24 529 528 e380 e370 520 688 1,180 891 598 284 189 203 
25 551 524 e420 e400 469 677 1,390 832 574 278 187 206 

26 549 489 e460 e400 428 729 1,540 842 530 278 194 212 
27 554 507 e440 400 413 761 1,890 905 499 279 202 208 
28 543 512 e440 388 392 742 1,800 1,110 469 297 194 209 
29 539 504 e440 429 e370 718 1,570 1,040 438 283 180 211 
30 531 502 e450 466 --- 723 1,420 945 415 259 180 214 
31 527 --- e440 449 --- 840 --- 882 --- 252 186 --- 

Total 15,137 15,109 13,438 12,823 12,475 20,347 30,460 27,734 29,802 10,064 6,015 5,705 
Mean 488 504 433 414 430 656 1,015 895 993 325 194 190 
Max 554 528 480 466 901 885 1,890 1,340 1,710 391 247 214 
Min 359 449 360 333 370 380 703 671 415 252 176 175 
Ac-ft 30,020 29,970 26,650 25,430 24,740 40,360 60,420 55,010 59,110 19,960 11,930 11,320 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1978 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 394 404 351 350 401 484 611 1,041 1,229 508 239 295 
Max 699 651 622 596 860 721 1,015 2,914 3,554 1,719 646 707 
(WY) (1983) (1981) (1981) (1984) (1996) (1978) (2012) (1981) (2011) (2011) (1993) (1993) 
Min 198 244 193 199 208 287 334 198 138 85.7 67.5 99.8 
(WY) (1989) (1989) (1993) (1988) (1989) (2005) (2005) (1992) (1992) (1985) (2000) (1988) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1978 - 2012 
Annual total  353,312    199,109    
Annual mean  968    544    525   
Highest annual mean    968 2011  
Lowest annual mean    243 1992  
Highest daily mean  6,100 Jun 10   1,890 Apr 27   9,100 May 23, 1981  
Lowest daily mean  290 Feb 26   175 Sep   4   55 Sep   4, 1988  
Annual seven-day minimum  341 Feb 24   180 Sep   2   58 Sep   3, 1988  
Maximum peak flow   2,000 Apr 27   a12,000 May 22, 1981  
Maximum peak stage   6.34 Apr 27   b12.50 Jan   2, 1997  
Instantaneous low flow    c54 Sep   3, 1988  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  700,800    394,900    380,500   
10 percent exceeds  2,720    974    955   
50 percent exceeds  520    452    382   
90 percent exceeds  366    190    194   
aFrom rating curve extended above 6,500 ft³/s on basis of contracted-opening measurement of peak flow; gage height, 11.17 ft, from 
floodmark. 

bObserved, backwater from ice. 
cGage height, 3.73 ft. 
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