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Water-Data Report 2012 

12324590 LITTLE BLACKFOOT RIVER NEAR GARRISON, MT 
Pend Oreille Basin 

Upper Clark Fork Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°31'10", long 112°47'35" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NW ¼ SE ¼ sec.24, T.9 N., R.10 W., Powell County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 17010201, on right bank 20 ft upstream from bridge on frontage road, 0.7 mi southeast of Garrison, and at river mile 0.5. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--407 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1972 to current year, seasonal records only for water year 2007. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 4,343.97 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Oct. 1, 1992, at site 3.5 
mi upstream at different elevation. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. A few minor irrigation holding reservoirs are located in the upper 
reaches of the drainage. Diversions for irrigation include about 11,000 acres upstream from station. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is 
located at the station. Several observations of water temperature and specific conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=12324590&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 59 97 e80 e75 81 e65 423 608 380 136 61 30 
2 57 92 e80 e80 78 e65 351 535 401 130 64 29 
3 58 90 e76 81 70 68 311 495 426 119 55 27 
4 63 95 e72 78 e65 128 305 456 417 109 42 25 
5 72 98 e65 77 e70 253 294 486 404 93 50 26 

6 70 91 e70 76 e70 228 286 434 516 102 52 23 
7 75 86 e80 e75 e70 125 270 394 475 101 40 22 
8 77 91 e80 e70 e65 97 261 369 407 104 41 21 
9 76 91 e85 e75 e70 107 264 363 395 121 42 21 

10 77 88 e80 72 e70 180 256 368 395 113 36 22 

11 83 88 e80 e65 e70 254 279 366 410 103 39 22 
12 90 91 e70 e60 e70 277 357 355 361 97 35 24 
13 88 91 e75 e65 67 237 413 335 398 91 34 26 
14 86 92 e80 e70 66 227 397 309 396 91 35 27 
15 92 85 e80 e70 e64 196 384 320 350 101 33 28 

16 96 e70 e80 e65 e65 356 381 316 323 111 35 29 
17 100 e85 e85 e55 66 289 380 339 316 111 36 30 
18 104 e80 78 e60 63 250 366 347 310 121 36 31 
19 96 e70 75 e70 63 172 365 338 300 111 35 34 
20 93 e80 73 e90 62 132 355 321 287 112 35 36 

21 92 e85 75 e85 64 132 386 313 267 100 35 34 
22 92 89 e72 e85 323 151 427 357 240 82 35 33 
23 92 91 e65 e75 221 258 475 346 223 87 31 36 
24 98 95 e70 e60 134 195 574 327 214 88 25 41 
25 114 93 e70 e75 108 202 710 318 193 85 28 38 

26 108 e80 e75 e75 86 254 814 331 166 85 28 36 
27 104 88 e80 e70 80 278 954 355 162 90 29 33 
28 100 89 e85 e70 e72 269 843 421 158 93 29 34 
29 100 89 e80 e80 e70 252 716 384 152 74 27 34 
30 99 88 e80 e95 --- 263 645 373 145 58 27 35 
31 98 --- e75 93 --- 351 --- 363 --- 61 28 --- 

Total 2,709 2,638 2,371 2,292 2,523 6,311 13,242 11,742 9,587 3,080 1,158 887 
Mean 87.4 87.9 76.5 73.9 87.0 204 441 379 320 99.4 37.4 29.6 
Max 114 98 85 95 323 356 954 608 516 136 64 41 
Min 57 70 65 55 62 65 256 309 145 58 25 21 
Ac-ft 5,370 5,230 4,700 4,550 5,000 12,520 26,270 23,290 19,020 6,110 2,300 1,760 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1972 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY)* 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 72.6 72.8 63.5 63.0 80.6 120 234 486 417 136 61.0 54.8 
Max 129 122 199 135 262 271 486 1,460 1,803 410 191 184 
(WY) (1976) (1976) (1976) (1976) (1996) (1986) (1976) (1981) (1975) (1975) (1975) (1993) 
Min 35.4 39.8 32.9 36.3 36.4 55.4 88.8 76.9 60.1 23.6 11.9 19.9 
(WY) (1974) (1988) (1993) (1993) (1989) (1975) (1973) (1992) (1992) (1973) (1977) (1977) 
*Seasonal records only for water year 2007. 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1972 - 2012* 
Annual total  101,222    58,540    
Annual mean  277    160    156   
Highest annual mean    322 1975  
Lowest annual mean    58.4 1973  
Highest daily mean  2,540 Jun   9   954 Apr 27   6,280 May 22, 1981  
Lowest daily mean  37 Sep 15   21 Sep   8   6.5 Aug 23, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  46 Sep 12   22 Sep   6   6.7 Aug 22, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   1,010 Apr 27   8,650 May 21, 1981  
Maximum peak stage   3.82 Apr 27   a8.79 May 21, 1981  
Instantaneous low flow    b6.0 Aug 24, 1977  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  200,800    116,100    113,000   
10 percent exceeds  955    380    378   
50 percent exceeds  97    89    76   
90 percent exceeds  59    35    39   
*Seasonal records only for water year 2007. 
aSite and datum then in use. 
bGage height, 2.94 ft, site and datum then in use. 
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