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Water-Data Report 2012 

06174500 MILK RIVER AT NASHUA, MT 
Milk Basin 

Lower Milk Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°07'48", long 106°21'52" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in NE ¼ NE ¼ sec.1, T.27 N., R.41 E., Valley County, MT, 
Hydrologic Unit 10050012, on right bank at downstream side of former highway bridge site, 0.6 mi southwest of Nashua, 2.0 mi upstream from 
Porcupine Creek, and at river mile 22.7. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--22,332 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1939 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--Water Supply Paper 1729: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 2,027.75 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Flow increased during irrigation season by water from St. Mary Canal 
which diverts from the St. Mary River near Babb. Flow is regulated by Fresno Reservoir (station number 06136500), two reservoirs in Lodge Creek 
basin in Saskatchewan, and four reservoirs in Frenchman River basin in Saskatchewan. Diversions for irrigation include about 140,000 acres upstream 
from station. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers satellite telemeter is located at the station. Several unpublished observations of water temperature and 
specific conductance were made during the year. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=06174500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 617 316 e370 e360 e325 e310 383 186 4,020 1,130 391 194 
2 514 310 e370 e355 e325 e310 373 176 3,520 1,070 375 187 
3 460 308 e370 e370 e325 e310 377 211 3,110 997 341 183 
4 440 312 e350 e370 e325 e315 386 222 2,780 897 314 189 
5 449 368 e340 e380 e325 e320 380 204 2,520 810 316 204 

6 466 473 e360 e380 e325 e360 371 202 2,310 708 323 232 
7 465 487 e360 e370 e325 e380 361 211 2,180 580 330 245 
8 452 453 e350 e370 e322 e430 321 210 2,120 485 342 234 
9 459 426 e350 e360 e320 e485 279 325 2,080 414 342 231 

10 470 417 e355 e350 e320 e595 257 399 2,030 369 311 232 

11 488 406 e355 e340 e315 e800 251 473 2,040 318 286 237 
12 506 419 e355 e330 e315 e1,000 258 589 1,960 268 261 231 
13 489 418 e350 e330 e315 e1,350 288 698 1,610 285 263 213 
14 476 410 e350 e330 e315 e1,500 308 766 1,270 322 267 203 
15 463 403 e340 e315 e315 e1,450 301 798 1,110 320 256 198 

16 451 402 e340 e310 e310 e1,300 264 743 1,020 298 247 188 
17 419 409 e345 e300 e310 e1,150 237 671 986 302 250 185 
18 389 e350 e345 e300 e310 1,040 213 650 990 346 235 193 
19 392 e280 e345 e300 e310 867 196 644 999 365 227 186 
20 393 e280 e345 e300 e310 728 190 685 1,110 382 224 170 

21 374 e300 e345 e310 e315 669 184 744 1,360 395 207 138 
22 346 e400 e345 e315 e315 689 192 733 1,530 405 200 117 
23 333 e400 e345 e315 e315 678 193 645 1,500 460 213 104 
24 327 e400 e350 e315 e315 521 193 533 1,380 489 210 100 
25 334 e400 e360 e315 e310 270 197 430 1,600 502 208 92 

26 344 e400 e365 e320 e310 157 233 394 1,930 504 207 79 
27 342 e370 e365 e320 e310 310 211 479 2,640 494 213 81 
28 329 e370 e370 e320 e310 411 168 573 2,520 456 209 90 
29 322 e370 e370 e325 e310 408 165 794 1,900 401 194 91 
30 318 e370 e370 e325 --- 392 210 2,300 1,350 390 188 100 
31 318 --- e365 e325 --- 389 --- 3,790 --- 396 196 --- 

Total 12,945 11,427 10,995 10,325 9,172 19,894 7,940 20,478 57,475 15,558 8,146 5,127 
Mean 418 381 355 333 316 642 265 661 1,916 502 263 171 
Max 617 487 370 380 325 1,500 386 3,790 4,020 1,130 391 245 
Min 318 280 340 300 310 157 165 176 986 268 188 79 
Ac-ft 25,680 22,670 21,810 20,480 18,190 39,460 15,750 40,620 114,000 30,860 16,160 10,170 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 290 208 157 146 234 1,220 2,128 1,071 1,189 650 293 270 
Max 6,837 768 487 843 2,337 6,678 20,930 8,361 14,200 3,578 1,754 2,138 
(WY) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1974) (1996) (1986) (1952) (2011) (2011) (1962) (1993) (1978) 
Min 34.4 61.2 39.7 36.0 38.9 56.5 15.1 10.5 28.0 3.56 3.42 12.6 
(WY) (2002) (2002) (1984) (1950) (1949) (2002) (1981) (1992) (1984) (1984) (1984) (1988) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1940 - 2012 
Annual total  1,257,069    189,482    
Annual mean  3,444    518    a655   
Highest annual mean    3,428 2011  
Lowest annual mean    57.7 1984  
Highest daily mean  23,400 Jun   9   4,020 Jun   1   44,200 Apr 18, 1952  
Lowest daily mean  257 Jan   1   79 Sep 26   0.00 Jul 14, 1984  
Annual seven-day minimum  262 Jan   4   90 Sep 24   0.00 Jul 17, 1984  
Maximum peak flow   4,160 Jun   1   45,300 Apr 18, 1952  
Maximum peak stage   11.23 Jun   1   31.38 Apr 18, 1952  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  2,493,000    375,800    474,300   
10 percent exceeds  12,400    1,030    1,300   
50 percent exceeds  576    346    175   
90 percent exceeds  283    201    60   
aMedian of yearly discharge, 518 ft³/s, 375,300 ac-ft/yr. 
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