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Water-Data Report 2012 

05018000 ST. MARY CANAL AT INTAKE, NEAR BABB, MT 
Saskatchewan Basin 
St. Mary Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 48°51′13″, long 113°25′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SE ¼ NW ¼ NE ¼ sec.27, T.36 N., R.14 W., Glacier County, 
MT, Hydrologic Unit 10010002, Blackfeet Indian Reservation, on right bank of canal 500 ft downstream from St. Mary intake structure, and 1.0 mi east 
of Babb. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1918 to November 1951, May 1997 to current season (seasonal records only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 4,470 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to April 17, 1919, staff gage 
located at site 300 ft upstream at different elevation. 

REMARKS.--Records are good except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Canal diverts water from left bank of St. Mary River near Babb and 
discharges into North Fork Milk River. This water flows in the natural channel of Milk River through Canada and then back into Montana where it is 
used for irrigation in Milk River Valley downstream from Havre, Montana. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is located at the station. Several 
observations of water temperature and specific conductance were made during the year. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 871 ft³/s, May 26, 27, 1936; no flow at times most seasons. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=05018000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 498     e2.0 6.2 631 634 e621 698 675 
2 498     e2.0 5.5 628 634 e616 699 685 
3 454     e1.5 5.7 631 649 e615 661 684 
4 353     e1.5 6.3 619 668 e613 686 681 
5 216     e1.5 6.0 610 672 e606 688 682 

6 82     e1.5 6.1 603 604 e603 684 636 
7 31     e2.0 5.7 623 604 e598 683 646 
8 26     e2.0 5.7 674 604 e593 685 688 
9 24     e2.0 68 671 599 590 688 686 

10 23     e2.0 135 668 602 620 690 651 

11 22     e2.0 135 670 596 651 690 530 
12 20     e2.0 192 671 587 651 689 354 
13 20     e2.5 213 670 586 649 687 250 
14 19     e2.5 197 671 595 646 672 169 
15 19     e3.0 198 674 606 646 634 66 

16 18     e3.0 240 681 608 644 648 23 
17 17     e3.5 328 692 612 641 684 20 
18 16     e3.5 397 662 622 637 680 18 
19 15     e4.0 499 614 636 634 676 17 
20 15     e4.5 536 635 644 633 e674 16 

21 14     e5.0 525 640 642 633 673 15 
22 13     e5.5 529 640 639 631 670 14 
23 13     e6.0 535 650 636 627 668 13 
24 13     e6.5 542 622 640 620 667 13 
25 12     e7.0 556 596 637 612 664 12 

26 11     7.1 598 590 e634 603 661 11 
27 12     6.8 645 588 e637 639 658 11 
28 11     6.8 642 582 e636 684 656 8.8 
29 12     6.4 635 576 e633 684 655 5.6 
30 11     6.3 635 583 e627 685 654 5.2 
31 11     6.6 --- 621 --- 690 662 --- 

Total 2,519     118.5 9,027.2 19,686 18,723 19,615 20,884 8,285.6 
Mean 81.3     3.82 301 635 624 633 674 276 
Max 498     7.1 645 692 672 690 699 688 
Min 11     1.5 5.5 576 586 590 634 5.2 
Ac-ft 5,000     235 17,910 39,050 37,140 38,910 41,420 16,430 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1918 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY)* 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 37.3 17.8    27.0 177 431 529 597 550 252 
Max 535 253    453 594 742 807 863 793 681 
(WY) (1951) (1941)    (2007) (2007) (1934) (1936) (1936) (1937) (2002) 
Min 0.00 0.00    0.00 0.00 0.00 4.26 41.5 116 0.00 
(WY) (1919) (1919)    (1918) (1918) (1918) (2011) (2011) (1926) (1920) 
*During periods of operation (July 1918 to November 1951, May 1997 to current year, seasonal records only). 
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