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Water-Data Report 2011 

13345000 PALOUSE RIVER NEAR POTLATCH, ID 
Lower Snake Basin 
Palouse Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°54′55″, long 116°57′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ NW ¼ sec.10, T.41 N., R.5 W., Latah County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17060108, Potlatch quad., on left bank 20 ft downstream from bridge on U.S. Highway 95, 1.0 mi downstream from Deep Creek, 2.0 mi 
west of Potlatch, and at mile 132.2. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--317 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1914 to September 1919, December 1966 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 2,455.11 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by Idaho Department of Highways). October 1914 to September 
1919, water-stage recorder at site 0.2 mi upstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Station equipment includes satellite telemetry and crest-stage gage. Low 
and medium flows regulated at mill pond in Potlatch prior to 1974. Small amounts of water diverted for sprinkle irrigation systems above gage. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 14,600 ft³/s Feb. 9, 1996, gage height, 22.15 ft; minimum daily, 0.09 ft³/s Sept. 24, 1973. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 17 0230 *6,130 *16.49 
Jan 22 0515 2,270 11.68 

Mar 10 2030 2,760 12.45 
Mar 16 1115 3,010 12.83 
Mar 22 0330 2,090 11.38 
Mar 31 0115 4,930 15.22 
Apr   3 0015 4,000 14.13 
Apr   5 1400 5,030 15.33 

May 16 2230 2,990 12.79 

Minimum daily discharge, 6.1 ft³/s, Sept. 14. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13345000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 9.6 57 e24 e65 e370 e190 3,350 837 509 70 20 7.5 
2 9.3 47 e25 e67 e300 e220 3,200 732 502 65 19 7.5 
3 9.2 37 e28 e69 e305 389 3,370 851 571 61 19 7.5 
4 10 31 e26 e70 e310 441 2,180 806 466 57 17 7.5 
5 11 26 e27 e68 e305 480 4,390 756 412 54 16 7.5 

6 15 24 28 e66 276 603 3,000 755 388 50 17 7.4 
7 15 23 28 e90 297 529 1,980 876 371 48 16 7.2 
8 14 38 33 e100 319 422 1,440 950 333 46 15 7.1 
9 14 53 47 e100 274 415 1,100 1,030 297 43 15 6.9 

10 15 37 e75 e80 246 1,570 898 1,060 265 42 14 6.8 

11 16 30 e95 e65 237 1,890 838 1,020 239 40 14 6.7 
12 17 27 150 e75 232 1,080 844 1,070 221 42 13 6.5 
13 17 26 397 e200 251 1,190 780 1,040 217 46 13 6.3 
14 15 26 799 e800 259 1,940 736 933 199 48 13 6.1 
15 13 28 581 e1,200 298 1,670 814 1,100 181 45 13 6.2 

16 12 46 297 3,450 435 2,750 1,050 2,170 167 41 12 6.2 
17 11 78 e190 5,610 427 1,870 1,160 2,460 159 38 12 6.2 
18 10 59 e140 3,680 362 1,300 1,110 1,560 147 37 12 6.8 
19 10 52 e120 1,570 321 1,180 945 1,150 159 34 11 6.9 
20 10 44 e110 826 307 1,040 774 951 153 33 11 7.1 

21 10 37 e95 839 e265 1,270 691 848 e130 33 11 7.3 
22 10 e33 e80 1,760 e250 1,880 649 784 e115 31 10 7.8 
23 11 e25 e75 952 e230 1,310 650 696 e105 30 9.6 7.7 
24 13 e18 e70 713 e220 1,080 604 648 e100 28 8.8 7.4 
25 18 e20 e65 1,080 e190 1,090 605 620 e95 27 9.1 7.2 

26 58 e22 e65 902 e170 1,010 1,270 1,080 e90 25 8.4 7.5 
27 59 e24 e70 713 e185 1,020 1,240 1,070 e85 24 8.0 7.3 
28 40 e24 e85 605 e190 987 1,300 909 82 23 8.4 7.6 
29 33 e23 e160 573 --- 1,040 1,180 754 79 23 8.6 7.6 
30 30 e22 e120 855 --- 3,160 1,020 652 75 22 8.0 7.8 
31 39 --- e95 e580 --- 4,310 --- 567 --- 21 7.6 --- 

Total 574.1 1,037 4,200 27,823 7,831 39,326 43,168 30,735 6,912 1,227 389.5 213.1 
Mean 18.5 34.6 135 898 280 1,269 1,439 991 230 39.6 12.6 7.10 
Max 59 78 799 5,610 435 4,310 4,390 2,460 571 70 20 7.8 
Min 9.2 18 24 65 170 190 604 567 75 21 7.6 6.1 
Ac-ft 1,140 2,060 8,330 55,190 15,530 78,000 85,620 60,960 13,710 2,430 773 423 
Cfsm 0.06 0.11 0.43 2.83 0.88 4.00 4.54 3.13 0.73 0.12 0.04 0.02 
In. 0.07 0.12 0.49 3.27 0.92 4.61 5.07 3.61 0.81 0.14 0.05 0.03 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1916 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 17.6 54.7 157 369 573 755 714 380 122 27.1 11.5 10.9 
Max 40.8 185 1,057 2,166 2,546 2,182 2,065 1,715 672 60.9 28.6 23.1 
(WY) (1969) (1996) (1974) (1974) (1996) (1972) (1917) (1917) (1990) (1916) (1975) (1985) 
Min 3.80 8.63 20.3 13.6 43.9 74.2 90.4 42.2 23.3 3.89 1.08 2.07 
(WY) (1974) (1988) (1977) (1979) (1994) (1977) (1992) (1992) (1992) (1973) (1994) (1973) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1916 - 2011 
Annual total  42,226.7    163,435.7    
Annual mean  116    448    265   
Highest annual mean    634 1974  
Lowest annual mean    38.8 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,250 May   4   5,610 Jan 17   13,800 Feb   9, 1996  
Lowest daily mean  5.4 Aug 30   6.1 Sep 14   0.09 Sep 24, 1973  
Annual seven-day minimum  5.8 Aug 25   6.3 Sep 11   0.52 Aug 23, 1973  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  83,760    324,200    192,000   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  0.365    1.41    0.836   
Annual runoff (inches)  4.96    19.18    11.36   
10 percent exceeds  236    1,150    775   
50 percent exceeds  85    85    55   
90 percent exceeds  9.6    8.7    8.4   
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