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Water-Data Report 2011 

13148500 LITTLE WOOD RIVER NEAR CAREY, ID 
Upper Snake Basin 

Little Wood Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°23′24″, long 113°59′59″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.30, T.1 N., R.21 E., Blaine County, ID, 
Hydrologic Unit 17040221, Lake Hills quad., on right bank 0.3 mi upstream from West Canal, 1.3 mi upstream from East Canal, 2 mi downstream from 
Little Fish Creek, 3 mi downstream from Little Wood Reservoir, 6 mi northwest of Carey, and at mile 68.0. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--310 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1904 to May 1905 (gage heights and discharge measurements only), September 1926 to November 1942, April 1943 to current 
year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1317. Records for February 1920 to September 1926, at site 6 mi upstream, not 
equivalent owing to diversion and inflow. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR-US-2010: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,990.59 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by U.S. Bureau of Reclamation). Apr. 28, 1904 to May 31, 1905, 
nonrecording gage, Sept. 20, 1926 to Apr. 22, 1938, water-stage recorder, and Apr. 23 to Aug. 17, 1938, nonrecording gage, all at datum 0.74 ft 
higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good except for Dec. 4 to July 7, which are fair and estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Station equipment includes satellite 
telemetry and crest stage gage. Flow regulated by Little Wood Reservoir 3 mi upstream (see station 13148200). Diversions above station for irrigation 
of about 1,500 acres (1966 determination). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 20,000 ft³/s, due to failure of reservoirs on Little Fish Creek, Apr. 24, 1982, gage height, 16.74 
ft. Maximum discharge other than dam failures, 2,680 ft³/s Apr. 27, 1952, gage height, 8.95 ft; minimum daily, 0.14 ft³/s Oct. 22-23, 2008. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 835 ft³/s Apr. 17, gage height 4.38 ft; minimum observed discharge, 1.54 ft³/s Oct. 12, gage height 
0.75 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=13148500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 78 2.2 e2.2 e2.0 e2.8 4.7 463 380 388 510 242 207 
2 78 2.1 e2.3 e2.1 e2.7 4.8 462 379 389 447 242 199 
3 77 2.2 e2.2 e2.1 e2.8 4.9 440 381 386 442 241 194 
4 76 2.2 e2.1 e2.2 e3.0 4.8 389 377 384 520 236 189 
5 62 2.2 e2.2 e2.4 e3.3 4.9 405 378 383 510 227 186 

6 42 2.3 e2.2 e2.3 3.5 5.1 425 380 385 443 225 186 
7 30 2.4 e2.1 e2.4 3.5 5.3 491 394 392 402 227 186 
8 4.8 2.7 e2.1 e2.2 3.5 5.2 482 398 505 382 224 182 
9 2.8 2.7 e2.1 e2.1 3.4 5.1 456 396 576 382 223 175 

10 2.1 2.7 e2.1 e2.1 3.4 5.3 401 395 528 345 222 172 

11 1.8 2.6 e2.0 e2.0 3.4 5.8 422 390 460 316 221 166 
12 1.7 2.6 e2.1 e2.3 3.5 5.6 491 389 443 297 221 158 
13 1.9 2.6 e2.2 e2.7 3.6 5.7 534 389 443 287 221 150 
14 1.8 2.7 e2.3 e2.6 3.7 8.7 523 392 476 288 220 142 
15 1.8 2.7 e2.2 e2.5 3.8 9.9 468 395 499 289 220 136 

16 1.8 2.7 e2.1 e2.7 4.1 37 444 395 549 290 220 130 
17 1.8 2.7 e2.0 e2.8 4.3 29 660 392 564 288 227 112 
18 1.8 2.7 e2.1 2.7 4.4 20 526 389 449 287 229 105 
19 1.8 2.8 e2.2 2.8 4.7 15 725 386 395 287 228 110 
20 1.8 e3.5 e2.1 2.8 4.6 13 503 385 394 286 227 115 

21 1.8 e3.4 e2.0 e2.8 4.5 15 413 384 395 286 227 124 
22 1.8 e3.6 e2.2 e2.9 4.5 17 403 383 457 284 225 133 
23 1.9 e2.8 e2.1 e3.0 4.6 16 397 384 559 285 225 141 
24 3.1 e2.3 e2.1 e2.9 4.6 28 402 393 646 283 226 144 
25 2.4 e2.1 e2.1 e2.6 4.6 106 404 385 650 281 225 134 

26 2.5 e2.2 e2.2 e2.7 4.7 194 396 391 586 276 222 119 
27 2.4 e2.3 e2.1 2.7 4.7 220 389 385 493 264 221 115 
28 2.3 e2.2 e2.1 e2.9 e4.6 263 395 385 513 250 221 114 
29 2.3 e2.1 e2.2 e3.0 --- 304 389 393 585 244 220 104 
30 2.2 e2.1 e2.2 e3.1 --- 348 379 403 591 243 220 92 
31 2.2 --- e1.9 e2.9 --- 450 --- 390 --- 243 215 --- 

Total 495.6 76.4 66.1 79.3 108.8 2,160.8 13,677 12,036 14,463 10,237 6,990 4,420 
Mean 16.0 2.55 2.13 2.56 3.89 69.7 456 388 482 330 225 147 
Max 78 3.6 2.3 3.1 4.7 450 725 403 650 520 242 207 
Min 1.7 2.1 1.9 2.0 2.7 4.7 379 377 383 243 215 92 
Ac-ft 983 152 131 157 216 4,290 27,130 23,870 28,690 20,310 13,860 8,770 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1927 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 42.9 30.8 27.4 29.2 38.7 87.8 305 422 373 246 145 71.3 
Max 205 290 170 383 316 470 1,105 1,154 878 492 315 180 
(WY) (1966) (1984) (1984) (1997) (1997) (1983) (1969) (1969) (1995) (1995) (1975) (1984) 
Min 1.57 0.64 1.07 1.15 1.95 2.87 7.41 79.0 39.9 13.6 7.17 5.06 
(WY) (2008) (2005) (2010) (2008) (2009) (1955) (1988) (1934) (1934) (1931) (1934) (2001) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1927 - 2011 
Annual total  41,253.5    64,810.0    
Annual mean  113    178    151   
Highest annual mean    351 1983  
Lowest annual mean    45.6 1934  
Highest daily mean  736 Apr 22   725 Apr 19   2,900 Apr 19, 1938  
Lowest daily mean  1.0 Jan   1   1.7 Oct 12   0.14 Oct 22, 2008  
Annual seven-day minimum  1.2 Jan   1   1.8 Oct 11   0.20 Oct 19, 2008  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  81,830    128,600    109,700   
10 percent exceeds  287    445    395   
50 percent exceeds  62    115    64   
90 percent exceeds  2.0    2.1    3.1   
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