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Water-Data Report 2011 

11152500 Salinas River near Spreckels, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°37′52″, long 121°40′17″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Monterey County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060005, in Nacional 
Grant, on right bank, on downstream side of bridge on Salinas-Monterey Highway (68), 0.8 mi upstream from El Toro Creek, 1.6 mi northwest of 
Spreckels, and 2 mi south of Salinas. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--4,156 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1900 to August 1901, October 1929 to current year. Records for water year 1930 incomplete; yearly estimate published in 
WSP 1315-B. Published as "near Salinas" 1900-1901. 
CHEMICAL DATA: Water years 1952-54, 1958-70, 1972-79. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 1967. 
BIOLOGICAL DATA: Water years 1975-77. 
SPECIFIC CONDUCTANCE: Water years 1975-77, daily. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1967-79, daily. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 1967-69. 
SEDIMENT DATA: Water years 1950-51; 1967-79, daily; 1986, monthly; August 1990. Published incorrectly as station 11152300 "near Chualar" in 

1967-69. 
TURBIDITY: Water year 1973. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1565: 1930, 1935, 1945. WSP 1715: 1959. WSP 1929: Drainage area. WDR CA-85-2: 1983. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 20.56 ft above NGVD of 1929. 1900-1901, May 10 to July 29, 1940, nonrecording 
gages at site 0.3 mi downstream at different datum. July 29, 1940, to May 22, 1969, water-stage recorder at site 0.3 mi downstream at datum 0.69 ft 
lower. May 23, 1969, to Jan. 13, 1970, nonrecording gage at same site and datum. Mar. 17, 1941, to June 30, 1961, supplementary nonrecording 
gages. 

REMARKS.--Records rated fair. Flow regulated by Santa Margarita Lake (formerly Salinas Reservoir) beginning in 1941, usable capacity, 23,000 acre-ft; 
Lake Nacimiento (formerly Nacimiento Reservoir) beginning in February 1957, usable capacity, 340,000 acre-ft; and by Lake San Antonio beginning in 
December 1965, usable capacity, 330,000 acre-ft. Large withdrawals from ground water and small surface-water diversions for municipal use and for 
irrigation upstream from station. See schematic diagram of Salinas River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 95,000 ft³/s, Mar. 12, 1995, gage height, 30.29 ft, from rating extended above 30,000 ft³/s, 
peak includes estimate of 9,800 ft³/s bypassing gage; no flow at times in 1929-40, many days each year since 1990. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11152500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 6.1 0.00 0.00 889 172 1,520 5,250 434 146 93 93 0.27 
2 7.2 0.00 0.00 981 166 1,330 4,240 409 142 89 95 0.33 
3 7.7 0.00 0.00 1,700 162 1,140 3,530 390 138 86 98 0.35 
4 13 0.00 0.00 3,050 158 1,070 3,010 376 138 83 96 0.38 
5 19 0.00 0.00 2,560 155 925 2,620 359 167 83 96 0.38 

6 25 0.00 0.00 2,680 150 839 2,250 341 334 84 94 0.39 
7 30 0.00 0.00 2,220 146 758 1,920 324 264 84 94 0.43 
8 34 0.00 0.00 1,520 141 692 1,670 309 220 82 93 0.40 
9 35 0.00 0.00 1,150 137 625 1,500 297 188 79 94 0.41 

10 35 0.00 0.00 934 133 568 1,370 291 162 77 94 0.40 

11 28 0.00 0.00 793 127 516 1,260 282 143 75 89 0.40 
12 18 0.00 0.00 688 121 469 1,160 270 128 74 82 0.39 
13 9.5 0.00 0.00 606 116 431 1,070 257 113 74 78 0.45 
14 3.9 0.00 0.00 541 111 397 1,000 246 107 75 69 4.7 
15 0.62 0.00 0.00 482 109 368 936 241 101 75 62 4.9 

16 0.07 0.00 0.00 434 121 342 884 233 96 75 58 2.1 
17 0.27 0.00 0.00 395 176 329 832 232 92 e74 54 0.72 
18 0.72 0.00 0.00 365 355 377 789 234 89 e75 48 1.5 
19 8.3 0.00 0.00 336 1,220 444 755 236 86 e76 43 3.8 
20 22 0.00 0.00 308 2,740 754 726 229 87 e75 e35 8.8 

21 31 0.00 1.3 287 2,100 2,510 691 217 88 75 e23 10 
22 27 0.00 128 269 1,630 4,450 666 205 88 85 e15 7.7 
23 19 0.00 288 252 1,430 4,920 639 194 87 86 8.6 3.7 
24 12 0.00 523 238 1,110 7,070 621 185 90 86 4.4 1.5 
25 6.6 0.00 605 225 933 9,290 596 176 91 88 2.1 0.46 

26 2.4 0.00 653 214 1,170 11,400 574 165 91 92 0.82 0.23 
27 0.95 0.00 667 203 2,310 9,760 549 153 92 94 0.26 5.0 
28 0.02 0.00 618 194 1,580 8,620 520 147 93 95 0.28 11 
29 0.00 0.00 742 185 --- 7,610 487 145 95 95 0.23 13 
30 0.00 0.00 736 185 --- 8,100 461 143 95 93 0.26 14 
31 0.00 --- 934 177 --- 7,230 --- 147 --- 94 0.29 --- 

Total 402.35 0.00 5,895.30 25,061 18,979 94,854 42,576 7,867 3,851 2,571 1,620.24 98.09 
Mean 13.0 0.00 190 808 678 3,060 1,419 254 128 82.9 52.3 3.27 
Max 35 0.00 934 3,050 2,740 11,400 5,250 434 334 95 98 14 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 177 109 329 461 143 86 74 0.23 0.23 
Ac-ft 798 0.00 11,690 49,710 37,640 188,100 84,450 15,600 7,640 5,100 3,210 195 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1930 - 1940, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 3.24 5.04 378 491 3,003 1,656 520 75.7 7.80 1.53 .81 1.82 
Max 12.0 12.0 3,215 1,742 11,940 9,543 2,019 340 49.3 9.00 5.00 6.10 
(WY) (1939) (1939) (1932) (1940) (1938) (1938) (1935) (1938) (1938) (1938) (1938) (1932) 
Min .000 .000 .000 6.33 9.23 3.86 .70 .10 .10 .000 .000 .000 
(WY) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1931) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1930 - 1940 

Annual mean  497   
Highest annual mean  1,931 1938  
Lowest annual mean  2.66 1931  
Highest daily mean  69,900 Feb 12, 1938  
Lowest daily mean  .00 Jul   1, 1931  
Annual seven-day minimum  .00 Jul   1, 1931  
Maximum peak flow  75,000 Feb 12, 1938  
Maximum peak stage  25.00 Feb 12, 1938  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  360,400   
10 percent exceeds  727   
50 percent exceeds  4.7   
90 percent exceeds  .00   

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1942 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 21.7 30.4 195 872 1,417 1,203 513 123 33.0 20.4 19.0 25.8 
Max 402 389 2,511 6,993 16,260 12,640 6,714 2,839 767 403 354 394 
(WY) (1970) (1983) (1983) (1997) (1998) (1983) (1958) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1983) (1983) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) (1990) 

 
SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1942 - 2011 
Annual total  105,863.53    203,774.98    
Annual mean  290    558    367   
Highest annual mean    2,997 1983  
Lowest annual mean    0.81 1990  
Highest daily mean  4,220 Jan 22   11,400 Mar 26   64,800 Feb 26, 1969  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Jan   3   0.00 Oct 29   0.00 Jan 31, 1990  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Oct 29   0.00 Oct 29   0.00 Jan 31, 1990  
Maximum peak flow   12,300 Mar 26   95,000 Mar 12, 1995  
Maximum peak stage   20.14 Mar 26   30.29 Mar 12, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  210,000    404,200    266,100   
10 percent exceeds  876    1,240    597   
50 percent exceeds  35    95    3.3   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
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