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Water-Data Report 2011 

11152050 Arroyo Seco below Reliz Creek, near Soledad, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°23′59″, long 121°19′23″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Monterey County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 18060005, in Los 
Conches Grant, on right bank, at county road bridge, 1.7 mi south of Soledad, and 7.4 mi downstream from Reliz Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--304 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1994 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 167.93 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by Monterey County). 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for Dec. 21-27 and June 4-6, which are poor. No regulation or large diversion upstream from station. See schematic 
diagram of Salinas River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 31,000 ft³/s, Mar. 10, 1995, gage height, 9.62 ft, rating affected by backwater from Salinas 
River. Discharge estimated by routing peak. No flow for many days. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 
Jan   2 1430 4,150 4.42 
Feb 19 0045 2,770 3.91 
Feb 25 1945 3,350 4.14 
Mar 20 0900 5,930 4.93 
Mar 25 0200 *8,890 *5.58 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11152050


 Water-Data Report 2011 

 11152050 Arroyo Seco below Reliz Creek, near Soledad, CA—Continued 

— 2 — 

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 0.00 0.00 0.00 247 0.83 e540 1,050 93 7.6 0.00 0.00 0.00 
2 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,220 0.00 508 939 86 6.2 0.00 0.00 0.00 
3 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,340 0.00 529 819 81 4.5 0.00 0.00 0.00 
4 0.00 0.00 0.00 646 0.00 448 712 75 e130 0.00 0.00 0.00 
5 0.00 0.00 0.00 385 0.00 396 628 69 e370 0.00 0.00 0.00 

6 0.00 0.00 0.00 271 0.00 363 563 65 e180 0.00 0.00 0.00 
7 0.00 0.00 0.00 211 0.00 345 510 61 129 0.00 0.00 0.00 
8 0.00 0.00 0.00 170 0.00 314 476 58 90 0.00 0.00 0.00 
9 0.00 0.00 0.00 144 0.00 285 446 58 68 0.00 0.00 0.00 

10 0.00 0.00 0.00 123 0.00 265 397 54 54 0.00 0.00 0.00 

11 0.00 0.00 0.00 106 0.00 244 362 49 44 0.00 0.00 0.00 
12 0.00 0.00 0.00 86 0.00 229 336 45 37 0.00 0.00 0.00 
13 0.00 0.00 0.00 70 0.00 213 307 41 29 0.00 0.00 0.00 
14 0.00 0.00 0.00 55 0.00 198 283 38 19 0.00 0.00 0.00 
15 0.00 0.00 0.00 45 0.00 184 264 51 11 0.00 0.00 0.00 

16 0.00 0.00 0.00 36 184 175 245 55 5.6 0.00 0.00 0.00 
17 0.00 0.00 0.00 28 286 168 229 62 2.9 0.00 0.00 0.00 
18 0.00 0.00 85 22 1,720 163 213 75 0.85 0.00 0.00 0.00 
19 0.00 0.00 645 17 1,940 217 201 66 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
20 0.00 0.00 809 13 1,130 3,520 187 45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

21 0.00 0.00 e430 11 791 1,910 183 34 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
22 0.00 0.00 e510 7.9 e630 1,190 170 29 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
23 0.00 0.00 e360 4.8 e510 1,660 160 27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
24 0.00 0.00 e230 2.8 432 2,440 152 24 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
25 0.00 0.00 e180 0.98 1,060 4,770 143 20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

26 0.00 0.00 e330 0.02 1,470 2,640 137 19 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
27 0.00 0.00 e260 0.00 e900 2,610 126 17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
28 0.00 0.00 204 0.00 e660 1,960 117 14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
29 0.00 0.00 477 0.00 --- 1,610 109 14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
30 0.00 0.00 425 0.00 --- 1,360 101 13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
31 0.00 --- 300 2.1 --- 1,180 --- 11 --- 0.00 0.00 --- 

Total 0.00 0.00 5,245.00 6,264.60 11,713.83 32,634 10,565 1,449 1,188.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Mean 0.00 0.00 169 202 418 1,053 352 46.7 39.6 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Max 0.00 0.00 809 2,220 1,940 4,770 1,050 93 370 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 163 101 11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Ac-ft 0.00 0.00 10,400 12,430 23,230 64,730 20,960 2,870 2,360 0.00 0.00 0.00 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1995 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 11.9 5.70 90.5 435 486 406 175 25.5 3.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Max 203 73.2 392 1,975 2,806 1,944 1,160 111 39.6 0.00 0.00 0.02 
(WY) (2010) (2003) (1997) (1997) (1998) (1995) (2006) (1995) (2011) (1995) (1995) (1999) 
Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1995) (1995) (1995) (2007) (2002) (2002) (1997) (1997) (1996) (1995) (1995) (1995) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1995 - 2011 
Annual total  70,037.54    69,060.08    
Annual mean  192    189    135   
Highest annual mean    354 1995  
Lowest annual mean    1.32 2007  
Highest daily mean  4,450 Jan 20   4,770 Mar 25   17,000 Mar 10, 1995  
Lowest daily mean  0.00 Jan   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Oct   1, 1994  
Annual seven-day minimum  0.00 Jan   1   0.00 Oct   1   0.00 Oct   1, 1994  
Maximum peak flow   8,890 Mar 25   31,000 Mar 10, 1995  
Maximum peak stage   5.58 Mar 25   9.62 Mar 10, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  138,900    137,000    97,690   
10 percent exceeds  564    510    315   
50 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
90 percent exceeds  0.00    0.00    0.00   
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