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Water-Data Report 2011 

11152000 Arroyo Seco near Soledad, CA 
Salinas River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°16′50″, long 121°19′18″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NE ¼ sec.16, T.19 S., R.6 E., Monterey County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 18060005, on right bank, under county road bridge, 1.5 mi downstream from Vaquero Creek, and 10 mi south of Soledad. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--244 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--November 1901 to current year. Records for water year 1902 incomplete; yearly estimate published in WSP 1315-B. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 881: 1902-09 (yearly summary only). WSP 1565: 1916-19, 1920-21 (instantaneous maximum discharge), 1922, 1926-27, 1928-30 
(instantaneous maximum discharge), 1932, 1934, 1936 (instantaneous maximum discharge). WSP 1715: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 339.20 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to June 16, 1929, nonrecording gage, and 
June 16, 1929, to Dec. 2, 1941, water-stage recorder at site 1 mi upstream at different datum. Dec. 3, 1941, to Sept. 30, 1959, water-stage recorder 
at datum 2.00 ft higher. Jan. 30 to Mar. 26, 1969, nonrecording gage at bridge at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for Oct. 1 to Dec. 19 and Sept. 25-30 which were affected by a beaver dam and are rated poor. No regulation or large 
diversion upstream from station. Low flows affected by upstream gravel mining and irrigation during summer months. See schematic diagram of 
Salinas River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 28,300 ft³/s, Apr. 3, 1958, gage height, 16.40 ft, datum then in use, from rating curve extended 
above 12,000 ft³/s, on basis of slope-area measurement at gage height 16.30 ft, maximum gage height, 16.44 ft, Mar. 10, 1995; no flow at times 
during several years. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,500 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan   2 1145 5,890 8.29 
Feb 19 0100 3,400 6.47 
Feb 25 1700 6,060 8.40 
Mar 20 0515 7,920 9.48 
Mar 24 2145 *12,000 *11.42 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11152000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 12 26 38 333 108 641 991 196 109 71 31 17 
2 13 24 37 3,290 101 640 890 190 106 66 28 17 
3 12 23 35 1,440 98 635 801 184 104 65 28 16 
4 e13 22 36 830 95 550 716 180 474 60 28 16 
5 12 22 39 584 93 498 652 174 472 58 28 16 

6 13 23 100 452 90 461 598 169 277 56 27 16 
7 13 25 86 371 88 441 556 165 224 54 27 16 
8 13 32 61 318 86 407 529 164 192 53 26 15 
9 13 35 52 279 85 379 498 164 173 51 25 14 

10 12 31 48 249 83 354 456 159 159 50 24 15 

11 12 31 45 226 82 334 428 155 147 48 23 15 
12 12 30 42 208 80 317 407 151 140 49 23 16 
13 12 29 41 193 79 300 387 146 132 48 23 18 
14 13 29 40 181 81 286 367 143 124 49 20 19 
15 13 29 39 170 92 273 349 171 117 49 20 19 

16 14 29 39 160 567 264 334 157 112 48 19 18 
17 13 30 41 152 711 252 320 178 108 47 19 17 
18 13 31 487 145 2,450 245 307 193 104 46 19 18 
19 12 33 1,320 138 2,110 377 297 172 100 44 19 16 
20 12 43 934 133 1,160 4,780 288 152 95 42 19 16 

21 11 116 508 128 840 1,960 284 141 92 41 20 15 
22 12 78 727 123 657 1,220 270 135 89 39 21 15 
23 14 52 456 119 543 2,070 259 129 85 38 19 14 
24 15 79 310 115 467 3,980 251 127 82 37 18 15 
25 26 56 247 111 1,770 4,880 242 122 81 36 18 15 

26 29 45 530 108 1,460 3,080 234 122 79 35 17 16 
27 24 40 323 105 964 2,550 223 117 75 34 17 16 
28 23 48 259 102 765 1,830 216 114 73 33 17 16 
29 21 47 765 100 --- 1,480 209 115 76 32 15 18 
30 22 41 506 112 --- 1,250 202 112 76 31 16 18 
31 27 --- 364 132 --- 1,100 --- 108 --- 31 17 --- 

Total 476 1,179 8,555 11,107 15,805 37,834 12,561 4,705 4,277 1,441 671 488 
Mean 15.4 39.3 276 358 564 1,220 419 152 143 46.5 21.6 16.3 
Max 29 116 1,320 3,290 2,450 4,880 991 196 474 71 31 19 
Min 11 22 35 100 79 245 202 108 73 31 15 14 
Ac-ft 944 2,340 16,970 22,030 31,350 75,040 24,910 9,330 8,480 2,860 1,330 968 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1902 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 12.4 52.0 168 394 568 451 255 94.9 40.6 15.2 6.15 4.96 
Max 311 650 1,161 2,425 2,697 2,344 2,043 644 208 97.4 54.5 38.8 
(WY) (2010) (1927) (1956) (1914) (1998) (1983) (1958) (1983) (1998) (1998) (1983) (1978) 
Min 0.00 0.00 2.87 5.95 8.98 18.5 7.82 4.14 0.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 
(WY) (1914) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1913) (1913) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1902 - 2011 
Annual total  93,256    99,099    
Annual mean  255    272    170   
Highest annual mean    709 1983  
Lowest annual mean    6.97 1977  
Highest daily mean  4,100 Jan 20   4,880 Mar 25   16,500 Dec 23, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  11 Sep 29   11 Oct 21   0.00 Aug 27, 1904  
Annual seven-day minimum  12 Sep 27   12 Oct   7   0.00 Aug 27, 1904  
Maximum peak flow   12,000 Mar 24   28,300 Apr   3, 1958  
Maximum peak stage   11.42 Mar 24   16.44 Mar 10, 1995  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  185,000    196,600    123,000   
10 percent exceeds  724    637    370   
50 percent exceeds  82    86    29   
90 percent exceeds  15    16    0.10   
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