
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 

Suggested citation: U.S. Geological Survey, 2012, Water-resources data for the United States, Water 
Year 2011: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WDR-US-2011, site 10338700, accessed at 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/wy2011/pdfs/10338700.2011.pdf 

Water-Data Report 2011 

10338700 Donner Creek at Highway 89, near Truckee, CA 
Pyramid and Winnemucca Lakes Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°19′16″, long 120°12′25″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NE ¼ SW ¼ sec.16, T.17 N., R.16 E., Nevada County, CA, 
Hydrologic Unit 16050102, on right bank, 50 ft upstream from State Highway 89 bridge, 0.5 mi upstream from mouth, and 1.4 mi southwest of Truckee. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--29.1 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--March 1993 to current year. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1993-94. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 5,870 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records fair. About half the drainage area is regulated at dam at outlet of Donner Lake (station 10338400) 2.0 mi upstream. See schematic 
diagram of Truckee River Basin available from the California Water Science Center. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, about 2,500 ft³/s, Jan. 2, 1997, gage height, 12.76 ft, backwater from debris, on the basis of 
the flood routing the peak discharge between Truckee River near Truckee and Truckee River above Prosser Creek; minimum daily, 2.3 ft³/s,  
Aug. 21, 22, 1994. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10338700
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 87 51 31 84 66 54 119 229 158 363 53 8.8 
2 106 45 31 79 62 60 155 235 148 314 47 8.3 
3 108 42 41 73 60 64 169 261 135 317 42 7.9 
4 117 38 38 70 58 61 171 277 141 353 35 7.6 
5 127 34 43 67 58 59 195 295 197 382 29 7.4 

6 123 31 60 63 57 62 208 339 405 371 27 6.9 
7 121 39 56 59 58 63 215 359 384 350 25 7.1 
8 120 44 56 56 58 61 197 347 365 286 23 7.3 
9 118 39 76 54 56 61 182 311 403 255 22 7.0 

10 116 37 128 51 55 63 168 274 430 233 20 6.8 

11 115 34 131 49 54 63 166 259 431 221 19 7.0 
12 115 31 120 48 54 63 166 271 471 188 18 6.9 
13 120 29 109 53 54 66 164 284 583 159 17 6.9 
14 138 29 151 57 56 90 156 299 691 154 17 9.4 
15 163 35 150 55 58 129 152 275 698 140 15 7.7 

16 159 33 133 58 45 179 162 242 623 135 15 7.7 
17 130 30 126 69 61 156 210 225 519 135 14 7.2 
18 115 28 166 72 80 145 304 217 496 142 14 6.9 
19 105 28 250 72 81 143 319 209 512 141 13 6.8 
20 92 29 214 71 74 142 321 211 545 124 13 6.7 

21 78 33 178 70 70 133 329 229 620 113 12 6.4 
22 66 35 156 70 66 125 309 243 713 98 12 5.9 
23 60 38 139 69 61 118 289 238 738 81 12 5.9 
24 251 39 126 68 60 118 279 230 659 75 12 5.6 
25 161 37 117 68 63 115 270 223 509 66 12 5.2 

26 114 35 114 67 66 107 252 205 390 58 11 7.1 
27 96 36 105 67 63 99 245 188 390 52 10 13 
28 81 36 100 68 58 93 250 178 421 55 10 20 
29 70 33 107 68 --- 91 248 169 657 60 9.7 38 
30 63 32 96 70 --- 93 232 160 544 61 9.3 76 
31 58 --- 87 68 --- 103 --- 155 --- 58 9.1 --- 

Total 3,493 1,060 3,435 2,013 1,712 2,979 6,602 7,637 13,976 5,540 597.1 331.4 
Mean 113 35.3 111 64.9 61.1 96.1 220 246 466 179 19.3 11.0 
Max 251 51 250 84 81 179 329 359 738 382 53 76 
Min 58 28 31 48 45 54 119 155 135 52 9.1 5.2 
Ac-ft 6,930 2,100 6,810 3,990 3,400 5,910 13,100 15,150 27,720 10,990 1,180 657 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1993 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 35.8 26.5 47.2 70.9 61.7 96.4 136 231 159 43.0 8.79 38.5 
Max 113 53.8 209 438 200 251 220 379 466 180 38.1 77.6 
(WY) (2011) (2003) (2006) (1997) (1996) (1995) (2011) (1995) (2011) (1995) (1995) (2008) 
Min 4.55 6.81 9.29 8.37 11.6 30.9 39.8 64.8 12.4 4.48 3.24 4.29 
(WY) (2003) (2010) (2008) (2001) (1994) (1994) (1994) (1994) (2001) (2001) (1994) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1993 - 2011 
Annual total  28,661.5    49,375.5    
Annual mean  78.5    135    78.1   
Highest annual mean    142 1995  
Lowest annual mean    25.9 1994  
Highest daily mean  661 Jun   6   738 Jun 23   2,380 Jan   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  3.7 Sep   8   5.2 Sep 25   2.3 Aug 21, 1994  
Annual seven-day minimum  4.1 Sep   2   6.1 Sep 19   2.5 Aug 19, 1994  
Maximum peak flow   859 Jun 22   2,500 Jan   2, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   6.42 Jun 22   12.76 Jan   2, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  56,850    97,940    56,600   
10 percent exceeds  178    318    195   
50 percent exceeds  40    79    40   
90 percent exceeds  5.7    12    5.7   
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