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Water-Data Report 2011 

06126050 MUSSELSHELL RIVER NEAR LAVINA, MT 
Musselshell Basin 

Upper Musselshell Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 46°17′34″, long 108°53′31″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ SW ¼ SE ¼ sec.6, T.6 N., R.23 E., Golden Valley 
County, MT, Hydrologic Unit 10040201, on right bank, at private bridge 2.2 mi east of Lavina, 4.4 mi downstream from Big Coulee Creek, and at river 
mile 245.7. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--2,970 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--April 1992 to October 2011, discontinued (seasonal record only). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Elevation of gage is 3,400 ft, referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records are fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Some regulation occurs by Bair (station number 06116500), 
Martinsdale (station number 06119000), and Deadman's Basin (station number 06122500) Reservoirs. Diversions for irrigation of about 31,900 acres 
occurs upstream from station, of which about 29,700 acres is flood irrigated. U.S. Geological Survey satellite telemeter is located at the station. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=06126050
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 68      164 411 5,550 e1,900 e300 194 
2 61      198 411 4,860 e1,800 e280 214 
3 59      255 398 4,440 e1,600 e270 232 
4 61      263 380 4,240 e1,400 e260 234 
5 62      235 384 4,250 e1,300 e260 209 

6 59      212 394 4,100 e1,200 e270 200 
7 58      204 377 7,360 e1,100 e260 193 
8 58      200 375 6,410 e1,150 e250 190 
9 61      198 446 e5,500 e1,000 253 186 

10 61      200 678 e7,500 e900 259 186 

11 62      205 1,060 e8,000 e830 263 176 
12 61      206 1,120 e6,600 e800 279 171 
13 58      227 919 e5,700 e750 260 166 
14 53      280 721 e5,200 e730 223 169 
15 51      292 718 e4,800 e730 214 179 

16 52      316 830 e4,500 e740 220 181 
17 53      315 930 e4,200 e680 235 189 
18 53      307 963 e4,000 e630 234 199 
19 53      322 974 e3,600 e600 214 189 
20 51      360 1,010 e3,300 e560 209 184 

21 51      375 1,350 3,170 e530 200 145 
22 49      403 1,810 3,020 e510 200 126 
23 49      456 2,350 2,940 e500 186 118 
24 49      502 4,180 2,950 e480 176 106 
25 48      562 10,700 3,070 e460 168 89 

26 48      577 12,800 3,100 e420 167 e82 
27 e45      517 11,500 2,890 e390 178 e77 
28 e35      506 8,840 2,620 e370 184 e74 
29 e30      459 6,800 e2,300 e350 181 71 
30 e30      418 5,650 e2,100 e330 186 67 
31 e30      --- 6,050 --- e320 189 --- 

Total 1,619      9,734 85,529 132,270 25,060 7,028 4,796 
Mean 52.2      324 2,759 4,409 808 227 160 
Max 68      577 12,800 8,000 1,900 300 234 
Min 30      164 375 2,100 320 167 67 
Ac-ft 3,210      19,310 169,600 262,400 49,710 13,940 9,510 

 
 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1992 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 79.4      95.1 387 645 312 177 120 
Max 335      466 2,759 4,409 1,061 507 525 
(WY) (1994)      (1996) (2011) (2011) (1997) (1993) (1993) 
Min 0.87      4.39 36.7 67.8 35.8 3.00 2.22 
(WY) (2002)      (2004) (2002) (2001) (2002) (2002) (2000) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1992 - 2011 
Highest daily mean  1,310 Jun 22   12,800 May 26   12,800 May 26, 2011  
Lowest daily mean  30 Apr 11   30 Oct 29   0.00 Sep 26, 2001  
Maximum peak flow   14,500 May 25   14,500 May 25, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   13.95 May 25   13.95 May 25, 2011  
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