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Water-Data Report 2011 

03512000 OCONALUFTEE RIVER AT BIRDTOWN, NC 
Upper Tennessee Basin 
Tuckasegee Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 35°27′41″, long 83°21′13″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Swain County, NC, Hydrologic Unit 06010203, in Cherokee 
Indian Reservation on left bank 1500 ft upstream from bridge on Secondary Road 1359, 0.5 mi south of Birdtown, 0.6 mi downstream of Adams Creek, 
0.6 mi upstream from Goose Creek, 2.2 mi southwest of Cherokee, and at river mile 3.1. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--184 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1945 to September 1946, July 1948 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gages. Datum of gage is 1,843.30 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to October 1, 
1946, nonrecording gage at same site and datum. Satellite telemetry at streamgage. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except those for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Maximum gage height for period of record from floodmarks. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Floods of November 19, 1906, and March 27, 1913, reached stages of 18 and 14.5 ft, respectively, from studies 
by Tennessee Valley Authority; discharge not determined. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03512000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 313 206 2,960 1,560 462 1,170 601 458 230 301 249 118 
2 246 194 1,090 1,770 1,990 735 563 440 221 278 230 120 
3 217 186 761 1,080 907 618 526 447 214 306 210 120 
4 206 296 651 825 768 542 514 567 206 387 234 175 
5 195 272 591 e691 791 535 1,880 441 197 408 206 728 

6 185 238 478 e613 714 3,240 1,060 423 204 379 259 1,960 
7 174 216 422 555 637 1,730 881 408 195 399 211 484 
8 167 218 e383 e493 589 1,220 781 399 209 368 197 379 
9 160 234 e357 e443 517 2,080 706 383 233 509 195 301 

10 154 240 337 448 492 2,220 645 368 353 394 179 255 

11 149 242 324 410 452 1,740 597 355 254 417 170 226 
12 147 229 345 374 424 1,370 854 345 491 368 165 208 
13 206 217 e292 e347 406 1,170 852 349 551 330 172 194 
14 172 205 e274 e335 392 1,020 697 354 281 309 329 181 
15 173 227 e268 e331 376 1,080 678 339 355 859 199 172 

16 153 626 e480 326 361 958 2,810 326 785 417 170 170 
17 147 663 620 330 354 840 1,540 333 374 356 162 167 
18 145 421 436 350 361 767 1,170 325 422 325 162 160 
19 142 349 389 413 407 708 983 312 1,290 308 237 154 
20 151 306 355 381 373 648 909 295 839 310 176 157 

21 147 279 346 356 363 605 790 285 519 295 167 237 
22 138 259 548 329 469 565 745 274 463 306 158 213 
23 135 255 503 310 424 542 670 267 1,040 297 148 226 
24 134 250 424 312 411 625 616 258 746 266 141 206 
25 206 228 417 305 878 516 576 246 583 555 138 171 

26 202 337 382 440 590 520 555 278 530 481 137 160 
27 753 295 e342 367 493 664 520 550 480 332 133 184 
28 526 257 e327 345 957 622 654 332 419 289 127 161 
29 309 248 e319 331 --- 573 510 275 370 263 123 153 
30 252 2,110 320 335 --- 685 480 254 329 279 121 147 
31 225 --- 330 371 --- 646 --- 238 --- 267 120 --- 

Total 6,629 10,303 16,071 15,876 16,358 30,954 25,363 10,924 13,383 11,358 5,625 8,287 
Mean 214 343 518 512 584 999 845 352 446 366 181 276 
Max 753 2,110 2,960 1,770 1,990 3,240 2,810 567 1,290 859 329 1,960 
Min 134 186 268 305 354 516 480 238 195 263 120 118 
Cfsm 1.16 1.87 2.82 2.78 3.18 5.43 4.59 1.92 2.42 1.99 0.99 1.50 
In. 1.34 2.08 3.25 3.21 3.31 6.26 5.13 2.21 2.71 2.30 1.14 1.68 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1945 - 2011a, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 261 383 578 703 776 847 707 537 414 376 318 269 
Max 645 777 1,266 1,428 1,700 1,714 1,315 1,202 1,136 938 733 968 
(WY) (1990) (1958) (1962) (1974) (1990) (1963) (1994) (1984) (1989) (1989) (1994) (2004) 
Min 93.5 125 162 170 334 330 277 239 175 169 125 97.9 
(WY) (2009) (1988) (1966) (1981) (2007) (1988) (1986) (1986) (1988) (1952) (2007) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1945 - 2011a 
Annual total  168,009    171,131    
Annual mean  460    469    513   
Highest annual mean    771 1994  
Lowest annual mean    274 1986  
Highest daily mean  3,200 Jan 25   3,240 Mar   6   8,470 Mar 12, 1963  
Lowest daily mean  130 Sep 25   118 Sep   1   65 Oct 16, 2007  
Annual seven-day minimum  137 Sep 19   121 Aug 28   66 Oct 12, 2007  
Maximum peak flow   8,760 Nov 30   15,900 Dec 30, 1969  
Maximum peak stage   8.07 Nov 30   b12.46 Dec 30, 1969  
Instantaneous low flow   111 Sep   4   58 Sep 30, 2007  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.50    2.55    2.79   
Annual runoff (inches)  33.97    34.60    37.86   
10 percent exceeds  799    845    926   
50 percent exceeds  356    349    393   
90 percent exceeds  173    166    165   
a See Period of Record. 
b See Remarks. 
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