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Water-Data Report 2011 

03070260 CHEAT RIVER AT ALBRIGHT, WV 
Monongahela Basin 

Cheat Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°29′41″, long 79°38′41″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Preston County, WV, Hydrologic Unit 05020004, on right 
downstream wingwall of State Route 26 bridge at Albright, 0.6 mi downstream of Albright Power Station, 0.9 mi downstream from Dougherty Run, 
and at mile 30.8. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--1,044 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1996 to September 1997 (daily discharge and annual maxima), October 2005 to September 2008 (annual maximum gage 
height), October 2008 to August 2010 (annual maximum and minimum gage height), October 2010 to September 2011 (daily discharge and annual 
maxima). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of is 1,173.68 ft above NAVD 88 (GPS levels).  Prior to Oct. 1, 2010, at site 0.6 mi upstream 
at datum 27.77 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for periods of estimated daily discharge (ice effect, no gage-height record) and daily discharges below 500 ft³/s, 
which are poor. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 35,700 ft³/s, Dec. 2, 1996, gage height, 7.4 ft (estimated, at site and datum then in use); 
minimum daily discharge, 130 ft³/s (estimated), July 18, 20, 1997 (gage height not determined). 

Maximum gage height prior to October 2010 (at site and datum then in use), 10.27 ft, Jan. 25, 2010; minimum gage height, less than zero many days 
some years. 

Maximum gage height after October 2010 (current datum), 22.14 ft, Mar. 1, 2011; minimum gage height, 10.02 ft, Aug. 21, 2011. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 26,500 ft³/s, Mar. 1, gage height, 22.14 ft; minimum discharge, 228 ft³/s, Aug. 21, gage height, 
10.02 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=03070260&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 6,970 378 10,500 997 909 21,300 2,080 4,380 1,110 728 436 470 
2 2,910 343 11,100 5,640 6,920 9,780 2,090 3,270 930 540 366 495 
3 1,490 321 5,340 6,160 9,200 5,760 2,670 2,620 802 450 312 597 
4 1,020 356 3,490 3,800 5,070 4,020 3,470 2,420 671 559 288 493 
5 939 1,240 2,610 2,810 3,770 3,150 10,900 2,850 634 1,490 258 1,510 

6 1,010 2,150 2,110 2,160 5,120 4,340 11,200 2,380 571 2,160 256 9,050 
7 2,250 1,610 1,730 1,880 4,310 8,510 6,610 2,060 505 1,180 2,140 19,200 
8 2,510 1,240 1,370 1,530 3,420 5,500 4,800 1,840 453 890 3,240 8,040 
9 1,570 1,060 1,360 1,210 2,690 5,630 5,280 1,620 e366 1,870 1,640 4,140 

10 1,110 959 1,270 949 2,270 11,900 5,310 1,410 e1,020 1,920 1,120 2,570 

11 855 878 1,250 e900 1,880 17,900 4,440 1,240 754 1,160 893 1,880 
12 691 785 1,550 e870 1,760 9,430 3,800 1,140 1,900 859 631 1,420 
13 567 694 2,910 e830 1,630 6,680 15,200 1,520 1,080 772 461 1,130 
14 494 624 2,160 805 1,620 5,560 10,400 3,160 787 1,870 441 e937 
15 465 583 1,440 789 1,840 4,430 6,160 2,740 567 1,490 394 e783 

16 586 621 1,320 e760 1,860 3,930 4,620 2,520 457 944 501 e937 
17 617 1,130 e1,200 e780 2,340 3,940 10,500 3,410 476 669 457 1,210 
18 630 1,710 e1,100 859 6,110 3,610 7,800 19,600 887 497 370 922 
19 524 1,520 e1,050 1,070 10,800 4,890 9,650 11,500 2,190 593 303 754 
20 496 1,190 e980 1,620 6,630 5,480 12,900 6,700 5,810 876 264 716 

21 521 1,020 e930 1,570 5,100 4,390 6,020 4,760 5,310 646 241 692 
22 453 890 e880 1,270 13,000 8,490 3,960 3,570 3,760 456 327 717 
23 395 822 e830 1,060 9,050 8,360 3,810 2,720 2,490 366 954 736 
24 354 779 806 989 5,750 10,300 9,590 2,300 1,550 3,760 e757 703 
25 327 798 750 981 10,200 11,200 8,050 2,420 1,190 5,100 571 804 

26 304 1,380 e720 1,070 12,300 6,510 5,670 2,160 945 2,290 2,750 806 
27 333 2,470 e690 978 7,140 4,510 5,450 1,950 781 1,500 1,480 816 
28 411 1,900 e660 931 9,810 3,440 11,900 3,130 828 1,020 875 824 
29 607 1,370 645 863 --- 2,710 12,500 2,530 1,210 729 682 899 
30 543 1,430 713 876 --- 2,280 6,650 1,790 1,000 749 565 807 
31 426 --- 800 897 --- 2,090 --- 1,370 --- 595 465 --- 

Total 32,378 32,251 64,264 47,904 152,499 210,020 213,480 107,080 41,034 38,728 24,438 65,058 
Mean 1,044 1,075 2,073 1,545 5,446 6,775 7,116 3,454 1,368 1,249 788 2,169 
Max 6,970 2,470 11,100 6,160 13,000 21,300 15,200 19,600 5,810 5,100 3,240 19,200 
Min 304 321 645 760 909 2,090 2,080 1,140 366 366 241 470 
Cfsm 1.00 1.03 1.99 1.48 5.22 6.49 6.82 3.31 1.31 1.20 0.76 2.08 
In. 1.15 1.15 2.29 1.71 5.43 7.48 7.61 3.82 1.46 1.38 0.87 2.32 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1997 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,512 2,337 3,556 1,974 4,295 6,821 4,684 3,717 1,449 905 996 1,429 
Max 1,979 3,599 5,038 2,402 5,446 6,868 7,116 3,979 1,531 1,249 1,203 2,169 
(WY) (1997) (1997) (1997) (1997) (2011) (1997) (2011) (1997) (1997) (2011) (1997) (2011) 
Min 1,044 1,075 2,073 1,545 3,143 6,775 2,252 3,454 1,368 561 788 689 
(WY) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2011) (1997) (2011) (1997) (2011) (2011) (1997) (2011) (1997) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1997 - 2011 
Annual total  1,029,134    
Annual mean  2,820    2,798   
Highest annual mean   2,820 2011  
Lowest annual mean   2,776 1997  
Highest daily mean  21,300 Mar   1   28,900 Mar   2, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  241 Aug 21   e130 Jul 18, 1997 a 
Annual seven-day minimum  352 Aug 16   141 Jul 16, 1997  
Maximum peak flow  26,500 Mar   1   35,700 Dec   2, 1996  
Maximum peak stage  22.14 Mar   1   b,e7.40 Dec   2, 1996  
Instantaneous low flow  228 Aug 21  (c) 
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.70    2.68   
Annual runoff (inches)  36.67    36.41   
10 percent exceeds  7,400    6,470   
50 percent exceeds  1,370    1,620   
90 percent exceeds  474    401   
a Also July 20, 1997. 
b At site and datum then in use. 
c Not determined. 
e Estimated. 
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