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Water-Data Report 2011 

01197500 HOUSATONIC RIVER NEAR GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 
CONNECTICUT COASTAL BASIN 
HOUSATONIC RIVER SUBBASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°13′55″, long 73°21′19″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Berkshire County, MA, Hydrologic Unit 01100005, on left bank at 
upstream side of highway bridge at Van Deusenville, 0.5 mi upstream from Williams River, and 2 mi north of Great Barrington. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--282 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge: May 1913 to current year. Water-quality records: Water years 1957-59, 1964, 1971, and 1980. Suspended sediment 
records: Water years 1979-80, 1994-96. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 415: 1913-14. WSP 781: 1928(M). WSP 1051: 1928, 1933. WSP 1301: 1914-15(M), 1917-27(M), 

1929-31(M). WDR MA-RI-83-1: 1980(P), 1982(P). WDR MA-RI-84-1: Drainage Area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 683.04 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Oct. 1, 1931, 
non-recording gage at same site and datum. 

COOPERATION.--Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, Office of Water Resources; and Department of Environmental Protection, 
Office of Watershed Management. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Regulation at low flow by powerplants upstream. High flow 
slightly affected by retarding reservoir since 1973. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01197500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,240 417 614 393 e244 574 663 1,090 301 646 163 1,880 
2 1,820 409 1,620 421 e239 e535 715 949 349 491 156 1,030 
3 1,100 394 1,660 484 e237 e457 696 839 323 415 135 758 
4 589 448 1,200 e438 e236 e414 745 849 274 446 129 623 
5 399 740 866 e401 e259 e423 1,320 940 243 421 123 669 

6 334 801 743 e372 327 1,060 1,690 850 223 364 119 2,850 
7 658 681 e670 e345 372 4,570 1,490 742 211 399 121 5,360 
8 757 619 e605 e325 e350 4,970 1,230 653 199 389 126 7,260 
9 585 628 e550 e308 e329 3,560 1,080 603 328 400 123 7,040 

10 437 641 e506 e295 e314 2,610 1,010 532 712 361 118 4,870 

11 344 630 e477 e282 e302 2,470 1,030 475 629 304 124 3,010 
12 279 605 518 e259 e290 2,990 1,090 435 766 276 117 2,080 
13 236 578 1,540 e298 e282 2,910 1,120 403 679 260 106 1,520 
14 221 548 1,910 e285 e283 2,450 1,190 393 576 235 101 1,070 
15 482 523 e1,250 e277 e327 1,970 1,030 424 658 210 162 898 

16 930 530 e972 e271 e331 1,780 876 594 629 184 422 831 
17 814 662 e825 e267 314 1,910 1,620 606 525 179 394 729 
18 595 820 e709 e266 354 2,120 2,140 588 685 174 291 630 
19 516 728 e626 318 e476 2,370 1,810 750 605 177 238 559 
20 468 651 e562 319 e441 2,340 1,590 964 480 169 292 533 

21 449 573 e517 e306 e416 2,050 1,370 897 390 159 291 521 
22 439 529 e478 e289 e395 1,830 1,140 789 341 152 515 575 
23 408 519 e449 e278 e374 1,630 1,070 662 477 143 531 749 
24 393 485 e425 e271 e353 1,390 1,280 620 835 136 355 1,290 
25 370 430 e402 e264 e358 1,180 1,190 727 990 142 296 1,240 

26 358 436 e379 e259 500 1,020 1,110 610 1,080 218 655 920 
27 448 471 e318 e254 478 899 1,230 536 1,130 307 701 767 
28 818 420 e434 e250 471 809 1,420 454 811 260 2,830 676 
29 714 389 e411 e245 --- 738 1,450 391 786 208 6,540 1,110 
30 535 382 e402 e242 --- 688 1,310 363 843 209 5,600 2,430 
31 466 --- e396 e239 --- 658 --- 335 --- 179 3,420 --- 

Total 18,202 16,687 23,034 9,521 9,652 55,375 36,705 20,063 17,078 8,613 25,294 54,478 
Mean 587 556 743 307 345 1,786 1,224 647 569 278 816 1,816 
Max 1,820 820 1,910 484 500 4,970 2,140 1,090 1,130 646 6,540 7,260 
Min 221 382 318 239 236 414 663 335 199 136 101 521 
Cfsm 2.08 1.97 2.63 1.09 1.22 6.33 4.34 2.30 2.02 0.99 2.89 6.44 
In. 2.40 2.20 3.04 1.26 1.27 7.30 4.84 2.65 2.25 1.14 3.34 7.19 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1913 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 336 482 551 525 498 917 1,210 671 434 284 252 276 
Max 1,620 2,040 1,588 1,744 1,427 2,528 2,646 1,502 1,325 1,140 1,077 1,816 
(WY) (2006) (1928) (1974) (1949) (2008) (1936) (1920) (1984) (2000) (1945) (2009) (2011) 
Min 80.9 85.5 112 83.5 128 291 338 241 134 93.4 86.8 63.6 
(WY) (1915) (1965) (1915) (1931) (1931) (1941) (1985) (1985) (1921) (1962) (1913) (2010) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1913 - 2011 
Annual total  190,806    294,702    
Annual mean  523    807    536   
Highest annual mean    962 1928  
Lowest annual mean    211 1965  
Highest daily mean  3,380 Mar 15   7,260 Sep   8   11,100 Jan   1, 1949  
Lowest daily mean  36 Sep 16   101 Aug 14   1.0 Oct 18, 1914  
Annual seven-day minimum  52 Sep 21   116 Aug   8   40 Aug 10, 1913  
Maximum peak flow   7,760 Sep   8   a12,200 Jan   1, 1949  
Maximum peak stage   10.18 Sep   8   12.08 Jan   1, 1949  
Instantaneous low flow   100 Aug 10 b  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.85    2.86    1.90   
Annual runoff (inches)  25.17    38.88    25.84   
10 percent exceeds  1,140    1,620    1,170   
50 percent exceeds  361    521    343   
90 percent exceeds  79    236    127   
a From rating curve extended above 6,400 ft³/s on basis of computations of flow over dam at gage heights of 11.72 ft and 12.08 ft. 
b Also occurred Aug. 14, 2011. 
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