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Water-Data Report 2011 

01197000 EAST BRANCH HOUSATONIC RIVER AT COLTSVILLE, MA 
CONNECTICUT COASTAL BASIN 
HOUSATONIC RIVER SUBBASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°28′10″, long 73°11′49″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Berkshire County, MA, Hydrologic Unit 01100005, on right bank 
250 ft downstream from Hubbard Avenue Bridge at Coltsville, 1.2 mi upstream from Unkamet Brook, and 2 mi northeast of Pittsfield.  Prior to Nov. 8, 
1994, at site 200 ft upstream. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--57.6 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge: March 1936 to current year. Prior to October 1945, published as Housatonic River at Coltsville. Water-quality records: 
Water years 1963-65. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 851: 1936(M). WDR MA-RI-82-1: 1976-77, 1979-80. WDR MA-RI-84-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemeter. Datum of gage is 993.49 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Nov. 8, 1994, 
at site 200 ft upstream at same datum. 

COOPERATION.--Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, Office of Water Resources; and Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, Office of Watershed Management. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharge, which are poor. Flow regulated by powerplants upstream and, since 1949, by 
Cleveland Brook Reservoir for municipal water supply of Pittsfield, usable capacity, 214,000,000 ft³, 5.4 mi upstream; regulation greater prior to 1955. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01197000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 384 72 351 88 49 e97 132 242 63 111 39 221 
2 331 66 589 117 52 e80 146 205 92 85 38 174 
3 135 61 362 125 52 e72 145 179 74 90 35 152 
4 74 76 235 e95 e51 e70 208 167 53 92 30 127 
5 56 138 182 e82 e51 81 383 178 45 84 28 219 

6 75 135 165 e70 70 288 378 152 38 77 25 874 
7 238 96 137 e57 68 1,000 317 120 32 80 27 2,000 
8 226 89 113 e66 63 863 287 113 33 72 26 1,720 
9 165 89 90 e58 e53 578 266 104 67 75 26 1,020 

10 111 110 78 e53 e49 353 247 86 92 64 34 456 

11 79 106 89 e49 e47 585 257 76 117 61 33 306 
12 60 99 156 e50 e52 758 290 65 146 80 25 286 
13 39 94 633 e55 e50 533 317 57 118 68 23 234 
14 36 88 e394 e54 e53 370 329 56 128 57 23 186 
15 139 83 e252 e49 e59 308 283 76 211 53 54 142 

16 220 79 e182 e52 e58 342 232 147 140 49 101 131 
17 132 139 e140 e47 e58 463 509 134 106 46 75 100 
18 122 182 e108 52 82 565 432 129 158 47 52 85 
19 70 158 e94 59 115 625 325 211 122 48 50 74 
20 74 111 e93 57 e89 477 289 188 81 43 47 71 

21 71 100 143 55 e84 394 248 136 64 43 92 72 
22 68 90 138 e49 e76 302 216 119 72 38 150 119 
23 71 84 140 e46 e65 250 244 106 238 e33 103 166 
24 74 78 127 e46 e65 218 284 108 253 e32 82 281 
25 70 70 116 e47 75 186 248 112 272 e34 131 234 

26 92 80 117 e47 87 175 213 94 432 e67 202 184 
27 231 84 e114 e45 82 147 323 82 215 75 109 143 
28 226 76 e112 e46 83 133 291 69 136 59 2,690 120 
29 123 72 e105 e46 --- 126 294 57 229 50 1,760 539 
30 98 147 e97 e46 --- 118 274 52 158 50 577 1,020 
31 79 --- e87 e48 --- 125 --- 48 --- 42 293 --- 

Total 3,969 2,952 5,739 1,856 1,838 10,682 8,407 3,668 3,985 1,905 6,980 11,456 
Mean 128 98.4 185 59.9 65.6 345 280 118 133 61.5 225 382 
Max 384 182 633 125 115 1,000 509 242 432 111 2,690 2,000 
Min 36 61 78 45 47 70 132 48 32 32 23 71 
Cfsm 2.22 1.71 3.21 1.04 1.14 5.98 4.87 2.05 2.31 1.07 3.91 6.63 
In. 2.56 1.91 3.71 1.20 1.19 6.90 5.43 2.37 2.57 1.23 4.51 7.40 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1936 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 77.8 99.8 108 99.4 96.6 182 260 136 88.4 54.0 50.9 58.5 
Max 374 279 321 290 291 417 582 366 326 220 225 382 
(WY) (2006) (1956) (1974) (2006) (2008) (1979) (1993) (1984) (1972) (1945) (2011) (2011) 
Min 19.9 19.1 31.2 15.5 16.0 50.4 66.3 37.8 25.4 12.9 14.3 13.3 
(WY) (1965) (1965) (1981) (1981) (1980) (1965) (1985) (1985) (1964) (1962) (2005) (2010) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1936 - 2011 
Annual total  41,108.6    63,437    
Annual mean  113    174    109   
Highest annual mean    174 2011  
Lowest annual mean    42.6 1965  
Highest daily mean  1,130 Mar 31   2,690 Aug 28   4,460 Mar 18, 1936  
Lowest daily mean  6.7 Sep 26   23 Aug 13   4.4 Aug 15, 1936  
Annual seven-day minimum  8.8 Sep 20   27 Aug   8   8.8 Sep 20, 2010  
Maximum peak flow   6,410 Aug 28   a6,410 Aug 28, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   8.20 Aug 28   b10.80 Sep 21, 1938  
Instantaneous low flow   21 Aug 13   
Annual runoff (cfsm)  1.96    3.02    1.90   
Annual runoff (inches)  26.55    40.97    25.81   
10 percent exceeds  263    330    238   
50 percent exceeds  72    97    63   
90 percent exceeds  12    47    23   
a From rating curve extended above 2,300 ft³/s on basis of computation of peak flow over dam. 
b At different gage location. 
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