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Water-Data Report 2011 

01064500 SACO RIVER NEAR CONWAY, NH 
Saco Basin 

Saco Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°59′27″, long 71°05′26″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Carroll County, NH, Hydrologic Unit 01060002, on left bank at 
Odell Falls, and 1.8 mi downstream from Swift River and Conway. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--385 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
DISCHARGE: October 1903 to December 1909, February 1929 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1301. Prior 

to 1912 published as "at Center Conway". 
GAGE HEIGHT: August to September 1903, January 1910 to June 1912. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1301: 1908-09. WDR ME-81-1: Drainage area. WDR ME-87-1: 1936 (M), 1951 (M), 1953 (M), 1960 (M), 1977 (M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 418.19 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Aug. 26, 1903 to June 30, 
1912, nonrecording gage at site 0.8 mi downstream at different datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for periods of ice effect, Dec. 9-12, Dec. 16 to Mar. 7, Mar. 13-14,and period of no gage-height, record Aug. 28-29, 
which are fair. Satellite telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 58,200 ft³/s, from rating curve extended above 28,000 ft³/s, August 29, 2011, gage height, 
17.23 ft, estimated from flood mark; maximum gage height, 19.03 ft, Mar. 7, 1979 (backwater from ice); minimum discharge, 40 ft³/s, Mar. 16, 1932, 
gage height, 1.61 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 8,700 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

[e, estimated] 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Oct   1 2200 8,830 7.93 
Oct 15 1900 8,980 7.98 
Dec   2 0715 15,600 9.89 
Dec 13 1115 19,200 10.75 
Apr 12 0800 8,860 7.94 
Apr 17 1530 9,930 8.29 
Apr 26 1345 8,710 7.89 
Apr 29 0045 11,600 8.80 
Aug 29 Unknown *e58,200a *e17.23b 

Minimum discharge, 165 ft³/s, Aug. 14, 15, gage height, 2.26 ft. 
a From rating curve extended above 28,000 ft³/s. 
b  From high-water mark. 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01064500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 5,380 774 912 e662 e321 e312 818 3,500 1,010 565 188 1,620 
2 4,110 775 10,100 e761 e332 e297 794 2,870 960 549 181 1,290 
3 1,610 706 3,690 e771 e346 e286 783 2,790 865 491 205 1,070 
4 1,050 683 2,420 e681 e342 e286 808 3,040 794 518 204 941 
5 799 3,040 1,910 e614 e351 e305 885 3,820 727 460 187 936 

6 689 3,170 1,620 e554 e365 e450 1,110 2,570 676 415 178 1,600 
7 1,080 1,810 1,400 e527 e360 e4,850 948 2,130 622 413 177 1,550 
8 1,060 1,790 1,210 e508 e349 3,310 966 2,060 578 382 195 2,250 
9 1,070 2,220 e1,020 e497 e327 1,920 1,040 1,930 552 415 187 1,770 

10 799 1,860 e905 e484 e317 1,430 1,370 1,790 606 379 195 1,260 

11 655 1,490 e849 e470 e312 1,430 4,090 1,720 545 338 236 992 
12 576 1,250 e929 e473 e326 3,250 7,990 1,640 728 314 217 871 
13 523 1,120 12,700 e451 e322 e2,200 5,430 1,490 766 306 182 773 
14 484 1,020 8,340 e412 e319 e1,670 5,210 1,500 778 287 169 692 
15 3,530 954 3,650 e393 e314 1,350 4,270 2,040 742 273 197 633 

16 4,120 897 e2,530 e385 e292 1,220 3,020 4,540 609 260 839 665 
17 2,070 3,340 e1,990 e368 e323 1,130 6,770 3,060 529 248 657 595 
18 1,510 3,140 e1,690 e353 e354 1,680 5,850 3,260 546 238 384 542 
19 1,170 1,900 e1,470 e447 e474 2,900 3,780 4,780 560 242 290 501 
20 985 1,540 e1,320 e473 e399 1,930 3,390 3,730 463 243 287 474 

21 881 1,310 e1,210 e415 e380 1,650 2,880 3,090 421 223 297 460 
22 847 1,180 e1,130 e354 e333 1,450 2,440 2,770 389 213 2,750 448 
23 744 1,190 e1,040 e340 e352 1,250 2,380 2,450 417 198 1,100 521 
24 678 1,170 e936 e303 e323 1,120 2,520 2,300 953 189 605 622 
25 647 992 e844 e315 e331 1,030 3,420 1,970 2,760 182 468 617 

26 956 965 e799 e390 e319 918 6,680 1,680 1,490 222 561 495 
27 1,240 897 e760 e405 e315 848 6,530 1,620 999 256 457 434 
28 1,610 803 e721 e380 e306 819 8,920 1,470 770 224 e11,100 401 
29 1,120 766 e703 e372 --- 800 8,090 1,320 668 206 e20,500 698 
30 942 734 e688 e358 --- 778 4,710 1,290 588 215 3,860 3,260 
31 852 --- e675 e337 --- 791 --- 1,160 --- 208 2,230 --- 

Total 43,787 43,486 70,161 14,253 9,504 43,660 107,892 75,380 23,111 9,672 49,283 28,981 
Mean 1,412 1,450 2,263 460 339 1,408 3,596 2,432 770 312 1,590 966 
Max 5,380 3,340 12,700 771 474 4,850 8,920 4,780 2,760 565 20,500 3,260 
Min 484 683 675 303 292 286 783 1,160 389 182 169 401 
Cfsm 3.67 3.77 5.88 1.19 0.88 3.66 9.34 6.32 2.00 0.81 4.13 2.51 
In. 4.23 4.20 6.78 1.38 0.92 4.22 10.42 7.28 2.23 0.93 4.76 2.80 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1904 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 697 1,006 832 592 506 973 2,673 2,195 858 463 398 401 
Max 2,834 2,493 2,886 1,887 3,170 5,986 4,592 4,609 3,644 2,087 1,808 1,794 
(WY) (2006) (1908) (2004) (1986) (1981) (1936) (2005) (1940) (1998) (2009) (2008) (1954) 
Min 114 211 152 144 124 146 871 614 300 158 120 102 
(WY) (1948) (1909) (1956) (1940) (1940) (1940) (1995) (1941) (1964) (1991) (2001) (1948) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1904 - 2011 
Annual total  471,432    519,170    
Annual mean  1,292    1,422    967   
Highest annual mean    1,463 1973  
Lowest annual mean    489 1965  
Highest daily mean  12,700 Dec 13   20,500 Aug 29   33,900 Mar 19, 1936  
Lowest daily mean  172 Aug 21   169 Aug 14   66 Aug   4, 1959  
Annual seven-day minimum  193 Aug 17   189 Aug   1   74 Aug   3, 1959  
Maximum peak flow   58,200 Aug 29   58,200 Aug 29, 2011  
Maximum peak stage   17.23 Aug 29   19.03 Mar   7, 1979  
Instantaneous low flow   165 Aug 14   40 Mar 16, 1932  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  3.35    3.69    2.51   
Annual runoff (inches)  45.55    50.16    34.13   
10 percent exceeds  2,580    3,260    2,230   
50 percent exceeds  740    794    478   
90 percent exceeds  239    289    189   
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