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Water-Data Report 2011 

01031500 PISCATAQUIS RIVER NEAR DOVER-FOXCROFT, ME 
Penobscot Basin 

Piscataquis Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 45°10′30″, long 69°18′53″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Piscataquis County, ME, Hydrologic Unit 01020004, on left bank 
30 ft downstream from Lows Bridge, 1.0 mi upstream from Black Stream, and 4.7 mi upstream from Dover-Foxcroft. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--298 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
DISCHARGE: August 1902 to current year. Daily gage height and monthly discharge only for August to September 1902. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 279: 1902. WSP 1201: 1903-17, 1918-30(M), 1934-35. WSP 1301: 1909(M). WDR ME-81-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 358.47 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to July 20, 1930, 
nonrecording gage at same site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for periods of ice effect, Nov. 25 to Dec. 1, Dec. 7-12, and Dec. 17 to Apr. 5, which are poor. Low flow may be regulated 
by operation of mills above station. Satellite telemeter at station. Gage is operated in conjunction with a co-located precipitation gage (station 
451031069185301). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 37,300 ft³/s, Apr. 1, 1987, gage height, 22.62 ft, from rating curve extended above 20,000 ft³/s 
on basis of slope-area measurement; minimum discharge, 5.0 ft³/s, Aug. 6, 1905, Nov. 22, 1908. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 4,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Nov   9 0430 7,800 9.34 
Nov 18 0145 4,660 7.24 
Dec 13 1630 *13,900 *12.72 
Apr 13 0145 4,980 7.47 
Apr 17 2230 8,700 9.89 

May 16 1130 4,270 6.95 
May 22 0000 4,450 7.08 
Aug 29 0630 4,870 7.39 
Sep   6 0900 7,700 9.28 

Minimum discharge, 32 ft³/s, July 25, gage height, 1.63 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01031500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 205 403 e425 e442 e150 e145 e628 2,220 835 152 48 651 
2 1,110 380 2,090 e441 e147 e141 e655 1,690 1,130 131 152 471 
3 853 345 2,290 e473 e144 e135 e664 1,390 826 115 214 360 
4 494 326 1,560 e442 e142 e130 e676 1,340 634 126 140 313 
5 309 1,550 1,300 e381 e141 e140 e685 2,570 509 218 113 3,980 

6 227 2,000 1,010 e335 e163 e286 929 2,160 421 258 96 6,490 
7 253 1,280 e847 e301 e164 e1,010 857 1,540 350 331 81 3,230 
8 461 3,640 e727 e276 e178 e1,340 819 1,320 302 261 73 1,890 
9 381 6,770 e640 e254 e167 e1,160 914 1,090 273 180 65 1,300 

10 290 4,070 e571 e236 e154 e880 1,380 917 299 141 60 923 

11 228 2,280 e520 e223 e145 e747 2,160 859 263 115 65 688 
12 185 1,520 e477 e215 e139 e1,380 3,730 738 228 109 76 550 
13 158 1,170 8,190 e215 e136 e1,730 4,320 637 409 112 75 450 
14 139 955 9,600 e212 e135 e1,480 4,340 579 470 98 72 385 
15 503 807 4,710 e204 e131 e1,150 4,170 1,040 348 85 71 384 

16 2,680 713 2,360 e198 e129 e950 2,710 3,620 267 74 99 439 
17 1,640 1,570 e1,510 e192 e129 e835 4,690 2,960 223 66 166 375 
18 1,040 3,610 e1,140 e188 e136 e952 6,310 2,260 228 60 130 309 
19 727 1,900 e901 e193 e150 e1,620 3,500 1,700 417 56 100 267 
20 559 1,290 e736 e211 e154 e1,410 2,770 1,570 284 50 84 239 

21 458 964 e679 e203 e142 e1,130 2,300 2,270 204 47 85 222 
22 415 803 e674 e187 e136 e988 2,080 3,180 164 43 294 205 
23 352 810 e624 e175 e132 e863 1,940 1,770 137 42 350 199 
24 301 1,040 e581 e168 e130 e776 1,940 1,360 126 38 199 244 
25 275 e838 e549 e164 e131 e710 2,170 1,120 181 35 144 372 

26 280 e717 e522 e161 e135 e655 2,760 903 263 37 238 294 
27 375 e626 e522 e160 e132 e611 3,350 987 212 52 220 243 
28 790 e551 e516 e160 e135 e572 3,360 2,330 170 78 885 209 
29 635 e494 e493 e159 --- e541 3,600 2,000 145 64 4,140 188 
30 494 e451 e463 e157 --- e523 2,960 1,530 146 57 1,840 228 
31 422 --- e445 e154 --- e570 --- 1,100 --- 52 998 --- 

Total 17,239 43,873 47,672 7,480 4,007 25,560 73,367 50,750 10,464 3,283 11,373 26,098 
Mean 556 1,462 1,538 241 143 825 2,446 1,637 349 106 367 870 
Max 2,680 6,770 9,600 473 178 1,730 6,310 3,620 1,130 331 4,140 6,490 
Min 139 326 425 154 129 130 628 579 126 35 48 188 
Cfsm 1.87 4.91 5.16 0.81 0.48 2.77 8.21 5.49 1.17 0.36 1.23 2.92 
In. 2.15 5.48 5.95 0.93 0.50 3.19 9.16 6.34 1.31 0.41 1.42 3.26 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1903 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 430 716 576 320 274 611 2,095 1,231 478 249 178 189 
Max 2,654 2,468 2,699 1,441 1,582 3,791 3,995 3,399 1,916 1,378 974 1,461 
(WY) (2006) (1964) (1974) (1996) (1970) (1936) (2005) (1969) (1917) (1996) (1917) (1954) 
Min 35.2 39.0 47.5 61.5 31.2 105 766 267 68.8 42.9 14.6 16.7 
(WY) (1948) (1911) (1979) (1918) (1980) (1967) (1981) (2010) (1921) (1965) (2001) (1948) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1903 - 2011 
Annual total  258,660    321,166    
Annual mean  709    880    612   
Highest annual mean    990 1954  
Lowest annual mean    238 1911  
Highest daily mean  9,600 Dec 14   9,600 Dec 14   31,700 Apr   1, 1987  
Lowest daily mean  10 Aug 24   35 Jul 25   5.0 Aug   6, 1905  
Annual seven-day minimum  12 Aug 19   42 Jul 20   9.5 Sep 11, 2001  
Maximum peak flow   13,900 Dec 13   37,300 Apr   1, 1987  
Maximum peak stage   12.72 Dec 13   22.62 Apr   1, 1987  
Instantaneous low flow   32 Jul 25   5.0 Aug   6, 1905  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.38    2.95    2.05   
Annual runoff (inches)  32.29    40.09    27.91   
10 percent exceeds  1,640    2,260    1,560   
50 percent exceeds  349    425    259   
90 percent exceeds  34    114    55   
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WATER-QUALITY RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
CHEMICAL ANALYSES: Water year 1955. 

PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: May 1987 to September 1989. July 2011 to September 2011. 

INSTRUMENTATION.--In-situ thermistor located on left bank 70 feet streamward of gage house and about 0.5 feet above river bed. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF DAILY RECORD.-- 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Maximum, 31.0 C, Aug. 6, 1988; minimum, 0.0 C, many days during winter periods. 

 
TEMPERATURE, WATER, DEGREES CELSIUS 

WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 
DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 25.7 19.0 
2 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.0 19.4 
3 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.5 19.5 
4 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.7 20.0 
5 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.3 18.6 

6 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.7 17.5 
7 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.9 16.9 
8 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.6 16.6 
9 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.7 17.4 

10 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.0 17.3 

11 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 21.7 16.6 
12 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 21.9 16.8 
13 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.4 18.0 
14 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.7 19.0 
15 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.5 18.5 

16 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 20.9 16.5 
17 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.2 14.7 
18 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.0 14.2 
19 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.4 14.2 
20 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.4 13.8 

21 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 25.6 24.4 14.6 
22 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 27.8 23.3 14.3 
23 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 27.3 21.5 16.2 
24 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 26.2 20.6 16.6 
25 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.4 19.7 18.3 

26 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 21.9 20.8 18.9 
27 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.7 20.8 18.7 
28 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.4 20.3 17.6 
29 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 23.5 18.0 17.2 
30 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 24.4 17.9 17.2 
31 --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 25.3 18.4 --- 

Mean --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 22.3 17.1 
Max --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 25.7 20.0 
Min --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 17.9 13.8 
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