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Water-Data Report 2011 

01031300 PISCATAQUIS RIVER AT BLANCHARD, ME 
Penobscot Basin 

Piscataquis Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 45°16′02″, long 69°35′02″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Piscataquis County, ME, Hydrologic Unit 01020004, on left bank 
at downstream side of bridge in the Town of Blanchard, and 1.0 mi downstream of the confluence of the East and West Branches of the Piscataquis 
River. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--118 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.-- 
DISCHARGE: October 1996 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR ME-98-1: 1997(M) 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 564.09 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good, except for periods of ice effect, Nov. 26 to Dec. 1, Dec. 7-12 and Dec.17 to Apr. 8, which are poor. Satellite telemeter at 
station. Gage is operated in conjunction with a co-located precipitation gage (station 451603069350101). 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 7,550 ft³/s, Apr. 9, 2000, gage height 11.38 ft; minimum discharge, 2.9 ft³/s, Sept. 10-11, 2002, 
gage height 3.13 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,600 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Nov   8 2130 3,500 8.86 
Dec 13 1000 *4,860 *9.68 
Apr 12 2130 1,700 7.38 
Apr 17 1915 2,250 7.91 
Apr 29 0215 2,310 7.96 

May 16 0615 1,610 7.29 
May 21 1430 1,960 7.64 
Aug 29 0030 1,690 7.37 
Sep   5 2245 2,300 7.95 

Minimum discharge, 14 ft³/s, July 25, 26, gage height, 3.55 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01031300
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 248 144 e160 e169 e56 e54 e165 1,260 365 63 19 271 
2 720 138 728 e168 e54 e50 e178 935 290 55 88 199 
3 491 127 704 e178 e54 e47 e172 781 235 49 64 154 
4 272 136 503 e174 e54 e45 e170 855 199 92 55 168 
5 171 682 386 e158 e54 e45 e176 1,450 170 190 51 1,120 

6 125 776 306 e142 e60 e66 e220 1,110 145 166 44 1,840 
7 173 520 e262 e128 e68 e176 e209 774 125 163 38 1,110 
8 240 1,950 e230 e116 e66 e246 e201 649 111 99 35 723 
9 206 2,500 e200 e105 e63 e225 232 517 106 71 31 487 

10 148 1,400 e174 e95 e61 e187 353 423 100 56 32 341 

11 113 825 e157 e87 e58 e171 649 371 84 47 35 254 
12 93 568 e145 e83 e56 e384 1,350 315 78 55 36 202 
13 80 439 3,670 e83 e55 e481 1,500 269 219 54 37 167 
14 71 360 3,610 e82 e54 e412 1,540 257 190 44 43 163 
15 412 306 1,850 e80 e53 e318 1,390 588 137 36 37 166 

16 1,010 269 1,030 e77 e51 e265 981 1,470 102 31 73 183 
17 711 791 e642 e75 e51 e234 1,570 1,310 83 28 76 149 
18 458 1,090 e447 e74 e54 e265 1,710 979 176 25 59 123 
19 324 672 e367 e76 e58 e452 1,190 741 230 22 48 105 
20 250 458 e304 e80 e54 e391 999 640 126 20 40 93 

21 210 329 e292 e78 e51 e313 802 1,230 89 20 36 85 
22 187 308 e252 e72 e49 e276 718 1,030 71 19 153 78 
23 158 312 e225 e68 e47 e239 729 676 61 17 106 76 
24 141 381 e203 e66 e46 e216 734 527 58 16 76 114 
25 132 310 e182 e64 e47 e198 937 427 107 14 60 129 

26 130 e279 e182 e63 e50 e181 1,400 344 105 23 57 108 
27 180 e235 e182 e62 e49 e169 1,760 369 88 35 49 91 
28 243 e200 e180 e62 e48 e159 1,930 1,100 71 28 626 79 
29 213 e179 e177 e61 --- e150 2,120 937 61 24 1,310 70 
30 179 e167 e173 e60 --- e145 1,690 706 69 23 714 86 
31 160 --- e171 e58 --- e153 --- 497 --- 20 415 --- 

Total 8,249 16,851 18,094 2,944 1,521 6,713 27,775 23,537 4,051 1,605 4,543 8,934 
Mean 266 562 584 95.0 54.3 217 926 759 135 51.8 147 298 
Max 1,010 2,500 3,670 178 68 481 2,120 1,470 365 190 1,310 1,840 
Min 71 127 145 58 46 45 165 257 58 14 19 70 
Cfsm 2.26 4.76 4.95 0.80 0.46 1.84 7.85 6.43 1.14 0.44 1.24 2.52 
In. 2.60 5.31 5.70 0.93 0.48 2.12 8.76 7.42 1.28 0.51 1.43 2.82 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1997 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 245 358 287 138 92.0 252 878 381 205 106 73.2 91.5 
Max 956 662 651 452 227 616 1,603 759 543 412 229 383 
(WY) (2006) (2006) (2004) (2006) (2006) (2010) (2005) (2011) (1998) (2009) (2008) (1999) 
Min 17.8 21.3 56.9 37.6 26.1 45.1 419 115 62.8 27.2 7.79 8.36 
(WY) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2002) (2003) (2001) (2006) (2010) (2000) (2000) (2001) (2002) 

 



 Water-Data Report 2011 

 01031300 PISCATAQUIS RIVER AT BLANCHARD, ME—Continued 

— 3 — 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1997 - 2011 
Annual total  101,306.0    124,817    
Annual mean  278    342    259   
Highest annual mean    380 2006  
Lowest annual mean    132 2002  
Highest daily mean  3,670 Mar 31   3,670 Dec 13   5,440 Apr 25, 2005  
Lowest daily mean  6.3 Aug 24   14 Jul 25   3.0 Sep 10, 2002  
Annual seven-day minimum  7.7 Aug 18   18 Jul 19   3.4 Sep   5, 2002  
Maximum peak flow   4,860 Dec 13   7,550 Apr   9, 2000  
Maximum peak stage   9.68 Dec 13   11.38 Apr   9, 2000  
Instantaneous low flow   14 Jul 25   2.9 Sep 10, 2002  
Annual runoff (cfsm)  2.35    2.90    2.19   
Annual runoff (inches)  31.94    39.35    29.81   
10 percent exceeds  673    954    670   
50 percent exceeds  128    168    111   
90 percent exceeds  16    47    21   
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