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Water-Data Report 2010 

01186000 WEST BRANCH FARMINGTON RIVER AT RIVERTON, CT 
Lower Connecticut Basin 

Farmington Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 41°57′46″, long 73°01′05″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Litchfield County, CT, Hydrologic Unit 01080207, on right bank at 
downstream side of bridge on State Rt. 20 at Riverton, 0.3 mi upstream from Still River, 2.0 mi downstream from Goodwin Dam of West Branch 
Reservoir, and at mile 55. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--131 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--Discharge: August 1955 to current year. Water-quality records: water years 1954, 1955, 1975-80. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1501: 1956. WSP 1551: 1957. WSP 1701: 1958-59. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 485.60 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to Mar. 29, 1957, 
nonrecording gage at same site and datum. Telephone telemetry at station. Satellite telemetry at station. 

REMARKS.--Records good. Peak flows are affected by flood-control regulation from Colebrook River Lake since 1969. The natural flow regime can be 
altered by regulation at Otis Reservoir, Colebrook River Lake, and West Branch Reservoir. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Flood of Aug. 19, 1955, reached a stage of 21.1 ft, from floodmarks, discharge, 57,200 ft³/s, by slope-area 
measurement 1.5 mi upstream. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=01186000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2009 TO SEPTEMBER 2010 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 109 181 286 317 386 257 147 180 313 220 196 86 
2 110 242 287 315 375 256 1,120 178 312 250 198 86 
3 115 289 352 310 374 258 2,180 174 312 274 201 85 
4 115 286 313 312 374 253 2,160 171 312 274 200 86 
5 115 284 300 311 360 249 2,050 171 313 263 199 85 

6 117 285 295 310 349 247 1,090 168 314 258 199 85 
7 116 284 289 310 347 250 403 166 302 259 199 85 
8 120 284 283 310 327 354 450 174 294 258 199 85 
9 114 265 290 308 314 431 454 172 295 227 156 86 

10 116 252 295 306 314 433 450 152 298 213 128 86 

11 115 251 303 306 314 436 446 139 298 211 128 85 
12 111 251 309 306 314 456 394 140 302 210 127 85 
13 113 250 318 305 314 438 366 138 312 210 127 85 
14 114 264 335 305 314 526 365 148 315 210 127 85 
15 114 274 324 305 300 378 332 271 318 206 128 84 

16 115 270 334 306 289 671 282 327 316 202 115 84 
17 114 269 335 306 289 894 236 316 253 202 105 86 
18 116 265 329 313 288 951 219 313 261 197 105 84 
19 121 263 327 313 288 1,700 212 318 315 199 105 84 
20 122 298 326 312 288 1,770 208 315 314 197 104 87 

21 123 286 319 309 289 1,750 206 326 229 200 103 90 
22 121 273 316 307 227 1,450 206 335 179 201 107 92 
23 120 279 315 306 186 1,210 286 335 179 204 72 92 
24 140 287 315 306 194 1,400 399 345 273 203 47 92 
25 160 286 316 361 244 1,780 400 352 320 201 47 92 

26 163 286 317 228 365 1,240 254 348 318 199 62 92 
27 174 287 407 241 288 914 191 357 317 199 73 132 
28 193 288 359 318 266 909 185 348 256 198 72 157 
29 195 284 267 346 --- 751 183 348 218 198 72 154 
30 182 286 316 396 --- 370 181 349 219 197 74 178 
31 179 --- 317 398 --- 231 --- 322 --- 196 80 --- 

Total 4,052 8,149 9,794 9,702 8,577 23,213 16,055 7,896 8,577 6,736 3,855 2,875 
Mean 131 272 316 313 306 749 535 255 286 217 124 95.8 
Max 195 298 407 398 386 1,780 2,180 357 320 274 201 178 
Min 109 181 267 228 186 231 147 138 179 196 47 84 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1956 - 2010, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 189 257 262 238 222 280 439 291 283 229 235 171 
Max 1,080 794 655 796 729 749 1,134 673 903 720 509 490 
(WY) (1956) (1956) (1997) (2006) (1976) (2010) (1958) (1983) (1984) (1972) (1969) (1973) 
Min 34.2 52.1 89.0 41.7 57.4 106 122 94.3 35.6 15.8 12.3 25.0 
(WY) (1969) (1965) (1965) (1981) (1977) (1989) (1985) (1985) (1957) (1957) (1957) (1967) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2009 Water Year 2010 Water Years 1956 - 2010 
Annual total  110,842    109,481    
Annual mean  304    300    258   
Highest annual mean    384 1956  
Lowest annual mean    102 1965  
Highest daily mean  767 Jan   1   2,180 Apr   3   7,310 Oct 16, 1955  
Lowest daily mean  50 Sep 15   47 Aug 24 a  2.7 Oct   5, 1960  
Annual seven-day minimum  112 Sep 29   64 Aug 23   3.8 Oct   1, 1960  
Maximum peak flow   2,330 Apr   3   10,600 Oct 16, 1955  
Maximum peak stage   7.43 Apr   3   12.47 Oct 16, 1955  
Instantaneous low flow   46 Aug 24 a  0.90 Jul 21, 1960  
10 percent exceeds  440    389    452   
50 percent exceeds  296    270    209   
90 percent exceeds  142    104    73   
a Also Aug. 25. 

 

 

 

O N D 
2009 

J F M A M J J A S 
2010 

10 

20 

50 

100 

200 

500 

1,000 

2,000 

5,000 

10,000 

M
EA

N
 D

IS
CH

AR
GE

, C
UB

IC
 F

EE
T 

PE
R 

SE
CO

N
D 


