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Water-Data Report 2007

08481500 TULAROSA CREEK NEAR BENT, NM
Rio Grande Closed Basins 
 Tularosa Valley Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 33°08'41.6", long 105°53'52.45" referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Otero County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13050003, on right 
bank, 45 ft downstream from bridge on old U.S. Highway 70, 2.6 mi west of Bent, 8.5 mi northeast of Tularosa, and at mile 19.4. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--120 mi², approximatel. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--December 1947 to November 1996, April 2002 to current year. Prior to October 1982 published as "Rio Tularosa near Bent." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1312: 1949 (M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and concrete control. Elevation of gage is 5,450 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records fair. Diversions for irrigation of about 1,000 acres, 1959 determination, upstream from station. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--A major flood probably occurred Sept. 3, 1938, when a peak of 9,640 ft³/s was computed for station 
approximately 6 mi downstream near Tularosa. Another flood may have occurred July 2, 1914. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08481500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 16 17 18 18 17 16 15 16 12 12 17 14 
2 15 17 17 18 17 16 15 17 12 12 16 14 
3 15 17 17 18 16 16 16 17 12 12 16 14 
4 15 17 17 18 16 15 17 16 13 12 16 14 
5 16 17 17 18 16 15 17 16 13 13 16 14 

6 15 18 17 18 16 15 17 16 13 13 16 14 
7 15 18 17 18 16 15 17 16 12 13 16 14 
8 16 19 18 18 16 16 16 17 11 12 16 16 
9 25 19 18 18 16 16 17 16 11 12 16 14 

10 21 19 18 18 16 15 17 17 12 12 15 13 

11 18 19 18 18 16 15 16 16 12 14 15 13 
12 17 19 18 18 16 15 16 17 13 14 15 13 
13 17 19 18 18 17 16 17 15 13 18 15 13 
14 17 19 18 18 17 16 17 15 13 16 15 13 
15 20 19 18 18 17 16 16 16 12 16 14 13 

16 18 18 18 18 17 16 16 17 13 16 14 13 
17 17 18 18 18 17 15 17 16 13 16 14 13 
18 17 18 18 18 17 14 18 16 12 16 14 12 
19 18 18 18 18 17 14 17 15 12 16 14 13 
20 17 18 18 18 16 15 18 14 12 16 13 13 

21 17 18 18 18 16 15 17 14 12 16 13 13 
22 16 18 18 17 16 16 17 13 12 16 14 13 
23 16 18 18 17 16 17 16 13 13 16 13 13 
24 16 18 18 17 16 16 16 13 11 16 13 13 
25 16 18 18 17 16 17 16 13 12 16 14 13 

26 16 18 18 17 16 17 16 14 10 16 14 13 
27 16 18 18 17 16 17 16 12 11 16 14 13 
28 16 18 18 17 16 17 16 13 12 16 14 13 
29 16 18 18 17 --- 16 15 12 13 35 13 13 
30 16 18 18 17 --- 17 17 13 13 16 13 13 
31 17 --- 18 17 --- 17 --- 12 --- 16 16 --- 

Total 523 543 552 548 457 489 494 463 365 476 454 400 
Mean 16.9 18.1 17.8 17.7 16.3 15.8 16.5 14.9 12.2 15.4 14.6 13.3 
Max 25 19 18 18 17 17 18 17 13 35 17 16 
Min 15 17 17 17 16 14 15 12 10 12 13 12 
Ac-ft 1,040 1,080 1,090 1,090 906 970 980 918 724 944 901 793 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1948 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 13.0 13.7 14.3 14.5 14.5 14.1 13.4 12.2 10.8 12.7 15.3 13.4 
Max 26.0 26.9 26.5 27.3 26.1 24.5 24.7 24.3 21.1 29.5 52.4 36.0 
(WY) (1991) (1992) (1992) (1995) (1992) (1992) (1992) (1992) (1988) (1995) (2006) (1990) 
Min 6.88 7.68 6.91 7.36 8.05 7.66 7.66 5.82 5.09 4.18 4.94 5.68 
(WY) (1962) (1971) (1971) (1967) (1967) (1958) (1960) (1958) (1963) (1963) (1970) (1954) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1948 - 2007 

Annual total  6,410.9    5,764    
Annual mean  17.6    15.8    13.5   
Highest annual mean    23.6 1991  
Lowest annual mean    8.19 1958  
Highest daily mean  350 Aug 22   35 Jul 29   631 Aug 14, 1980  
Lowest daily mean  7.1 Jun 12   10 Jun 26   1.4 Aug   3, 1959  
Annual seven-day minimum  8.2 Jun 20   12 Jun 21   2.1 Aug   3, 1959  
Maximum peak flow   949 Jul 29   4,640 Jul 22, 2002  
Maximum peak stage   3.41 Jul 29   5.60 Aug   8, 1988  
Instantaneous low flow   8.3 Jun 26   0.00 May 14, 1955  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  12,720    11,430    9,760   
10 percent exceeds  21    18    22   
50 percent exceeds  14    16    12   
90 percent exceeds  9.8    13    6.7   
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