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08263500 RIO GRANDE NEAR CERRO, NM
Upper Rio Grande Basin 

 Upper Rio Grande Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 36°44′24″, long 105°40′59″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Taos County, NM, Hydrologic Unit 13020101, on left bank 4 mi 
southwest of Cerro, 5.5 mi northwest of Questa, 7.4 mi upstream from Red River, and at mile 1,693.1. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--8,440 mi², approximately, including 2,940 mi² in closed basin in San Luis Valley, Colorado. 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1948 to September 1994, October 1995 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NM-80-l: 1978(M). 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder with satellite telemetry. Elevation of gage is 7,110 ft above NGVD of 1929, from topographic map. 

REMARKS.--Records poor. Diversions upstream from station for irrigation of about 620,000 acres in Colorado and 7,000 acres in New Mexico. Several 
observations of water temperature were made during the year. 

 

http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/wdr2007
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=08263500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2006 TO SEPTEMBER 2007 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 332 393 304 425 e367 e443 956 466 477 272 414 300 
2 333 465 314 407 e356 e447 875 711 445 e246 378 301 
3 319 772 308 381 e346 e398 807 851 408 e222 376 291 
4 309 912 288 373 e351 e427 834 816 383 223 334 293 
5 292 865 313 381 e359 e451 837 703 443 197 270 297 

6 304 817 377 381 e356 e451 790 673 518 200 252 303 
7 309 795 407 358 e360 e450 623 576 499 219 275 294 
8 326 778 423 377 e368 501 536 523 501 210 308 296 
9 448 753 438 368 e376 516 522 471 512 197 361 298 

10 810 746 456 348 e379 523 565 417 395 219 562 287 

11 863 752 466 347 e385 573 492 395 345 196 555 270 
12 783 713 472 363 e398 589 430 340 332 239 472 256 
13 741 689 428 391 e400 618 364 338 339 283 391 253 
14 695 669 433 389 e401 689 369 375 465 281 343 257 
15 642 661 452 371 e412 761 442 532 641 250 309 237 

16 598 631 459 e362 e410 891 499 658 623 228 302 239 
17 697 618 477 e325 e403 1,120 505 760 519 228 290 238 
18 766 609 481 e318 e396 1,280 530 729 466 236 286 241 
19 725 629 469 e312 e400 1,330 492 668 461 218 323 230 
20 623 649 506 e320 e415 1,420 443 608 434 214 353 225 

21 553 639 425 e314 e421 1,460 399 537 378 232 344 264 
22 531 620 366 e318 e438 1,390 352 590 335 294 328 281 
23 560 600 356 e325 e432 1,360 336 632 306 318 306 280 
24 540 593 344 e341 e437 1,360 315 599 304 335 296 275 
25 494 587 354 e349 e436 1,340 318 595 335 342 279 259 

26 486 579 370 e347 e443 1,250 355 563 318 373 263 243 
27 496 564 390 e348 e469 1,150 319 543 292 342 251 358 
28 480 554 391 e353 e455 1,060 296 505 282 333 260 362 
29 449 552 393 e358 --- 1,120 276 480 e259 285 279 339 
30 415 432 399 e353 --- 1,160 327 491 e249 277 285 299 
31 404 --- 429 e363 --- 1,060 --- 490 --- 325 299 --- 

Total 16,323 19,636 12,488 11,066 11,169 27,588 15,204 17,635 12,264 8,034 10,344 8,366 
Mean 527 655 403 357 399 890 507 569 409 259 334 279 
Max 863 912 506 425 469 1,460 956 851 641 373 562 362 
Min 292 393 288 312 346 398 276 338 249 196 251 225 
Ac-ft 32,380 38,950 24,770 21,950 22,150 54,720 30,160 34,980 24,330 15,940 20,520 16,590 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1949 - 2007, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 214 351 299 297 353 474 518 918 1,072 437 241 188 
Max 1,310 1,073 774 566 657 1,010 2,335 4,577 4,400 2,181 1,273 970 
(WY) (1998) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1987) (1949) (1986) (1999) (1999) 
Min 52.7 88.1 100 116 140 110 104 75.5 58.1 49.4 44.5 44.8
(WY) (1957) (1957) (1964) (1957) (1957) (1957) (2003) (2002) (1977) (2002) (2002) (1956) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2006 Water Year 2007 Water Years 1949 - 2007 

Annual total  119,778    170,117    
Annual mean  328    466    447   
Highest annual mean    1,275 1987  
Lowest annual mean    112 1964  
Highest daily mean  912 Nov   4   1,460 Mar 21   9,440 Jun 22, 1949  
Lowest daily mean  130 Apr 15   196 Jul 11   40 Sep 10, 1977  
Annual seven-day minimum  150 Apr 11   205 Jul   5   42 Sep   5, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   1,510 Mar 20   9,740 Jun 22, 1949  
Maximum peak stage   7.48 Mar 20   15.78 Jun 22, 1949  
Instantaneous low flow   185 Jul 11   40 Sep 10, 1977  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  237,600    337,400    323,500   
10 percent exceeds  562    756    950   
50 percent exceeds  285    398    273   
90 percent exceeds  181    268    78   
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